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" {HEMNITIUS, that eminent light in the Church of God 
it! thoſe elaborate workes of his againſt the Papiſts ( Exam ; 


part 24 can: 14 de Bapriſmo) bath this memorable ſaying , v7, 


7 not to be left free, to the choice of thoſe who have been Baptized in In» 
fancy, when they come to be Adult, whetber or no they will bave that cone 


firmed, which was done in their Baptilme ; as though the Covenant of 


grace, & Teſtament of peace,which 15 offered and ſealed up to lutle Chit« 
dren in Baptiſme, ſhould then firſt begin to be eftabliſhed, when the conſent 
of their will, when Adult, is added therennto: for from this withed found» 
tion, the Anabapriſts ſunply have taken away, and Condemned Pzdobap- 
tiſme; bt ſuch Baptized httle ones are to be admoniſhed, as they grow up, 
what a Covenqnt of Grace, ard Teſtament of peace it ts, which God hath 
entred into with them mrÞaptilme : and by what promiſe of gratuude they 
bave likewiſe obliged than (el bedrence to God, with the renouncing 
of the Devil; aniſthey are ſer to be exhorted, that they render thanks 


10 God for that wonder ful great Benefir, that they abide m that Covenant of 


prece,and endeavour to fullfil that obligation, by mortify mg /in, and ſe tting 
pon newneſs of life, and that they do this freely, and ſincerely; or if they 
ſhall, through untbankfullneſ”, depart from that Covenant, and imgage= 
ment, tha: then they repen!, and return to the Covenant, and [u'jett them 
ſelves agam to that ſtipulated Obedience. B ut as for them that ſhall do 6- 


therwilc,the mſi (evere communations of the wrath and In4:9nation of 


(God are to be heap't up, and ſct before them z, unto which | ſaith be ] ex- 
communicatan is to be added, for theſe are the weagons of our war fares 
2, Cp: 19» | 
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A PREFACE TO THE READER. 


Chriſtian Reader, | 
M yn I have had mine own choice, and deſires granted , ſome other 

A [houid have performed the 145k, of a Preface to the following Trea- 

tile of my precions and much Honcwred Father 3 but being put upon iutghy 
dvers worthy friends, whom 1 knew not how to deny , 1 ſhall therefore 
bumbly premiſe a word or two, in tenderneſs tothe Truth, and ont of un- 
famed love to thoſe eſpecually if Cariſt's poor ſheep ( how ever feeble, or di- 
fſeaſed) that euther bave been , or may aps danger of going aſtray from 
fo great « Truth, 4s us the ſubjett of the enſnmg diſcourſe : being {incere» 
ly deſiroms, that they may be reſtored, and from thence returned unto the 
Shepherd, and Biſhop of our Sowles, and may im nothing be made a prey to 
h:m, who 1s our great adverſary, the Devil, who walkgth about, ſetking 
whom he may devour. For we ſhould not be ignorant of bis deyices, 

T he enmity put by the Lord between the ſeed of the Woman and 
the ſeed of the Serpent, Gen, 3.15. ſoon began to work, eyen in the 
infancy of the Church, in tbe family of our ficſt Parents, as we (ee 
Gen. 4. 8. by the Martyrdome of r:ghteous Abel, No {mall portion 
of that fixed hatred, and hoſtility of the o/d Serpent, hath ever fince 
been diſcovered againſt the young ones of Chriſts little lock, The 
multiplication of the Children of Iſrael, is the occaſion why Pharach 
deals | o w/e/y as we read; endeavouring firſt by the Mrdawiner, leciet- 
ly to deſtroy the male Children : arid after that, more openly by an 
Edi&, to drown them in bis Egyptian waters ; for which what eyer 
his pretence might be, alleadyed Ex24. 1, io, yet no d-ubt (as Calvin 
onthe place ſomewhat that way hint's ) Satan bad a deſign there- 
in, to cut of the name and poſtrriry of Abrabam ( who is the Fatber 
of all them that telerve, even of US all : the Father of many nation , Rom. 
4+ 11,16, 17.) and {0 to evacuate, and annihilate the promile of 
God, eyen that great ptomile of his everlaſting Covenant, to be a 
God to him, and to bis ſeed for eyer, in their Generations, Hence 
alſo afterward we find this ſpite of the great ac: #/cr of the {e111 , 
vented againſt theſe poor little ones, in the forbidding them Com- 
manion with the Church of God in that Worthip which Gud had 

A 2 ioftizund 


- ———=” 


PITT OOEINE PO FT ATEEENEEELIENG 
mſtinited, and which he had Cainmanded his People by the hand of 
Myjes and Aaron, to obſerve, Exod, 1o.. 3. lt my Frople gor, tt. ar 
they may [erve mr, faith the Lord + but hardbearted Fi araoh feemes 
to ſcruple whether the young Children are a part of the Lord, Peo- 
ple,a5 appears by his queſtion verſe 8. [ Fur who are thry that ſhall 
go. F] 1 ofſes pleads for the young, as well as the old ; for the Sr, 
and the Danghters, verſe 9. but Pharaoh is of anther apprehenſion, 
and reſol»rion, ver{c 10, 11, he will let the men £0e and lerve the 
Lord, butnotehe little ones, Again H.1»-4n the A;pagite we find 
is not ſatiched with the deltrution of the »/d4 G-ner 47.4. of the fewer, 
bur the lictle Ch.ldcen of the Church alſy are expreſly mentioned, and 


- & fignedto the ſame cond:'mnation, and Maflacre with their Fathers. 


Eſt, 3.13+ 
And much mcre of the like nature might be alledged out of many 
record, both eccleſ1.iſtical, and uther, were jt-needfull : the {atanicall 
delufi >ns of thoſe berericgl Ca aphryys ans,and ep'1214,.4 of 0d, who 
were wont to mingle the £wchari/t with the blood of an Infant of a 
year old, ( of whom Auſtin ſpeaks, Torn, 6.-de hereſtous ad 2 ;oavnlt- 
de 11) arcnot unknown, Not here to infift on that Initance of 
Herod; Infanticide, 1Mar.2, 16, 17. We need not fo much wonder 
at Ha ds cru-lty apainit the Children of /ſr«c/in [{ ying their young 
men vt th ſword, and daſhing thir Cildren, and r /ping up their We- 
men with Chil, 2 King. 8. 12. leing, Satan hath many times prevail- 
ed with thoſe wbo were Churche Members, and et Ing ſtanding in 
the bouſe of God.even the far@#Wthemlclves, to murder and ſacrifice 
their I: Fints and little ones, which were the Lords Childrea, and 
bornunto the Lord, Ezzt. 16, 21,21. &c. Such an evileye doth 
that great adverlary of our comfort, and Salvation (leing bimſelfe 
ſhut out of the Kingdom of Heaven ) bear apaiaſt Thete hctle ones, 
whom Chriſt hath caken in to himfelfe, and concerning whom our 
Saviour prof. fleth, that of ſuch wthe K.m d:me of G oy [rihe 18, 16, 
So-dorh he envy to fee them in-the armes of Chriſt and bl: flrd by 
bim, ard to have any room in bis boiſe, or fo mach as an external 
v fi lc intereſt in the Covenant, with the mitiatory cal and livery 
thereof, Bypriſme being the ſeal ro all Chrilt.anity, tis Sattan's 
policy theretoreto,(tike at That, that ia caſbierivg ut, be. may bave 
. at 
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at All; Hereunto ten@'s his Cealing with witches many times, ( of 
which divers have ſpok-n) ir. cau 10g them when they become firſt 
his #r{«(:e,, ſolemnly ro r.vunnce tbe Trinity ({ into the name of 
which they Lave ben Bapulcd) eipecially heir {alvation by Chriſt, 
and faith (oper, in b:5 116% entimled, the my {eric cf witchcraf: diſcorer- 
ed, Cap 6. {-c.I1 pag.gt, ia token thereof to diſclaim their Bapriſme, 
An ill othce and work then furely are they imployed in, whoſe 
way. and :ndeavours,ſhall center in the accompliſhing of that which 
Satan hath been fo bulily, and with ſuct; malipoiry, tor fo many ages 
undertaking, and no great thauks will fuch receive for that labour 
fromthe Lord jeſus anuther day, It Chriſt was ſo much ditplealed, 
that 445 diſciples rebuked thoſi, whu bi 618g+4 (tr udrento bins Mark 
10.14: Andifthe Apoſtle Peer! received {> vere a check as wee 
read at, 16.22,23, for ſpeaking that, which had a tei.dency to 
tak? the Lord Jeſus off frum A wy dawn 'Hie price «f K En prin bow 
'much more thea will he þc nowgd:iſplez fed. it (afyer luch rebuke and 
warning given / any.(hall atrgwpt,go Key p tim him , and deprive 
him of, his Kedeemes , Whom be bath Purcbeled by fo dear a'P: ice ? 
ſo many;l mean, of his purchaſed yh, ay the Bumber of the infants 
and children of Believers ( d-/d, and alivg , andto be born, ) amount's 
unto. why way we not bulicye, that an excecding preat multitude 
of thr Steep tht fhull by freq ſfindgpng 44 the r1ght 4a of {ifs Chr i/t 
in the any #fi fudyn en, ſhall beg c0apapy. of theſe Lan by? ASto 
with hol. from-Chrift ig #{TEAT 4.Part of his purchaſe (che libuur oft 
the eAnabajtrj Jn ult needs be ny GQher cbeu higbly Anti iſtian . 
GH to make good. and, cover the untercit of Chritt in ſich, and the 
Glory wbich:he ubraines by them, accuig.ngto the ealn gd priant 
of the charter oth s new- 1 eſtanzent | the copy, and work of hife 
few ſhe_ts-) is a-l-7uSe phofin, unto hilt, whom of che muuthes 
o/the/e D4 (tf, 44 f Ea wg CT) 44 pur paivib LNOIT {1 al. py F IF, I 6 
and | truſt will he a6&-prabl- ro-bis Pepe, whir which as ti ty 
multg down tore dit 4nd camorkeep al-ve'theic own Soul: s, 
yer may b: hold thei leed k cceo ding theminihy lecrvice & worſhip 
oO! G-d,veing "Counted toth. vid it » LEE Albion, '{' al. 2228; 20, 
30, 3.L { v1 R ye im lows; )Schilmatically-torntfyle to bold Ecclf- 
all.cal Compunion with {o greata part v;the Church of Chrilt, as 
os SG the: 
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tthe children of believers are, (in many places,the major part thereof ) 
is 8 rigidandiofull Separ4:40n, and gratifying the defigne of the Pa+- 
_ (the greatcit Separ atiſ?s in the world) as by & by way be further 
cen. 

And indeed the Lord ( avenging the quarrel of his Covenant, wherin 
he hath alwayes been exceeding jealous ) hath manifeſted not a little 
of his anger, and d/ſpleaſure againſt thoſe who have troubled theſe 
Baptiſm. waters of the dSanttaary; T he aw full and tremendous paſ- . 
{ages of Providence recorded in ſeveral hiſtories , concerning the ori- 
pinal and progreſs of A».cb.priſme : and relating to God's ſtrange, 
judicial havd againſt ſo many of them That bave been through-paced 
therin,in delyering ther up to ſprritnal jnagmen's , to believe (165 3 and 
t fall, ſtep by ſtep, into Lag all ſorts of hereſies, and to the com- 
miſhon of the moſt abborred impietics, and loathſome w.ckedneſlcs, 
and ourrapges , againſt the Commands both of the firſt and lecond 
Table, ( as Luther, Bullinger , CalvFBe7 + , and others generally and 
abundantly reſtiſie ) they ate very obſervable , and not to be p.fled 
over ſlightly ; and may make every honeſt & lerious heart to trem- 
ble when ever he finds bimſelfe inclining to that patb : to this par- 
_ and concerning «ue "4pti/m in this oar age ( beſide many 0 

her AuchorsI might cite ) read only Baxrer's Fam Scrrytmre prof of 
 Jnf.mts Churcl =en-tery) ip» Page 1 38, 139,140--152, And asin 
the dawning of the reformation, begin by thoſe Wortbies of Chriſt 
inthe laſt Centurie, «nba; rifbre ſeems r6. be the T7: j in horſe 
-wher by o great confaſion did befall that ſrl, and\ was ſuch'a 
Renova to that Gloriors work then begun ih G:rmare, and other 
Neighbouring Countries; ſo now in the further progreſse of that ce- 
formation here inthis oor Urael, ſhould Anabypriſme Iikewile (elpe- 
cially eccompanied with Dwnatiſne it's womted concubu.e) brood 
an] become the inſtrument or medium of our miſerics and counfuſions, 
potlibly then experience (a ſlow; but many times a ſure and 1-yere 
inſicu&er) may belp ſorre at lenyth to ſee farther into the m1 ſt-ry of 
this iniquity,then now they do. For in crurh it is not improbable,that 
the 11.1 «j /:+ ſeeing he could not openly 6c at once ruine the Aeform- 
ra (Ince inthe dayes of thoſe famous ſervants of Chriſt before ex- 
reſt, did atterapt ſecretly, and gradually todo it this way 3 17. by 
hf 
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ficſt ſending forth bis E-ſaries among, the Chorches, who might: 
fillthe- with the Smoake- of Anabapt: ſme, that ſo be might the 
more ſecurely paſs to and fro, bring andiſcerned in ſuch a fog: 
whence what miſchiet\was wrought, and: what an bindcance thoſe 
tw bulent Anabaptiſts were to the Kingdom of |eſus Chriſt in char 
age ( for thar was the firſt time of their ſwarmmy, as the molt Judi- 
cious liTye obſerved ) by ow/ifying, repraaching, and decryizg the Adini- 
firy ; cAing up themſelves as the: moſt Godiy, [piritual!, and perfecl > 
wdgmng the Old-Teſtament to be but as an Almanack ont of date ; denyvig 
Scripture- Conſequences giumg falſe mterpretations if Scripture yelpecially 
by Ail-gories wreftiog the fame to their own deſtcuction; makeing 
and fomenting {Chiſmes and fations in the Churches; denyins wwe 
AMagijtrates coercive power 4n matters of Religior.z miah my their on fana- 
rich ſpirit the ſupream judge unto. all kind of diſerder, Cc: the writings of 
the Godly Learned in thoſetimes do abundantly even to amazement, 
inform us. And indeed the great! conſent and harmony between the 
main tenets of the. Anahapri/ti, and Papiſt: inthis point, glues not & 
a.little ground for holy jealoufie, too ſadly to ſuſpect at what back- 
door it was that the Anabapcitt firſt crept forth, And hence iris 
that in the controvetſies berween the Proteſt anrs and the #apiſts, we 
ſhall generally , and abundantly find, the Papi/ts denying the Ho y» 
neſs of the Infants of Belervers before b.pri{me ; and bow neer of kin 
this is to Anabaptiſmethe reader may eafily guets: and in | ke man- 
nerdenying that great truth ( as is afterward ſhewed in this Treatiſe) 
viz. That the Covenant of God with Abraham under the Olar Tejtament, 
was the ſame for ſubſtance with what 14 nog confirmed with us nn der the 
New-T:ftament,,5c, Which (tis known) the Anabapriſtrallogeneral- 
ly aſſert : Let me therefore propound a few inſtances this way,wher- 
by we may ſee what Patrons of Anabapriſme the 4p1jt are,in regard 
of thoſe Principles ( I mean) and rad«call crrours wherin the '/.«p1//s 
and An .baptifts {although by divers of them, upon the account of a 
diverſe intereſt) Symbolize and unite againſt tc Orti,odox,and ſpeak 
berein, in & manner, thelame thing ( diſtingu-ſh.ny alwaies between 
the Opimon , and the perſon ; and between lome that are 402114, 10 
other poings Orthodox and precious Chriſtians ; and urbers that arc 


Deceiverss} The nainpillars of Anabaptyme being no better then 
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ſome of the O14 rotten flads and princ:plerof Popery, fetcht at firſt from 
thence in all lik: lyhood, and ſy inclining thicherward again* The 
Di.eit of the An.b.iprift is generally ( and too wucl) by fume) under- 
ſtood, and therefore 1 forbear quotations out'cf their own wrir-n,$; 
politoly ſo:ne may not bave ſo much taken notice of the Ik: f. om 
the Papiit,and ther. fore I ſhall briefiy man:felt che ia 1:e,by ſh:wing 
whcre we ſhall had fume of the cbict of tho.c W orthics hab; ch 
the L151: as Batiles 4ga(t Antithriſt, Opp ling. and co. f.t:ng them 
th, therein : I will cite a few Particulars this way aw-vng many 
the like which m ghr be prodaced from leverall other emment ww 
thor', Hoy urnmy, and jlmang lghis m the char che of Chriſt, who 
haye been the Lords Witneſſes aranſt the dorkneſs of that Spirumnoll Ex 
£3p' 3 and whole Teſtimonie in this matter coucludes as ſtrongly a- 
ganſt the An4b.aptyts, having elpouled thoke Aniichriſtinnutions fo 
pecily to themſelves, 
1. , In thoſe word s of the Covenant (/ will beaG'd to thee and 
» thy (red after thee ) acither life eternall is promited nor rem: fli- 
, on of ſins, but onely a certain peculiar remporall prote &:on : ſaith 
» B UL 14m (agreeing therein with the na! apr.(tJapairiſt whom bere- 
» in we nd Coun pleading for us, Panſtrat. rome 4. Lite 3 C1pi3s 
Paray. 9,10, &c. and awe 00 Ver. 17, Ii, Again, we read 
»( ith 65:42:52, the great G 14h of the Papiſts) that God promi- 
,, {cd unto Abrak.cn. when he enjoyned t im circumcifiong art! ly mat- 
,» ters. only, according to the Jeter : that is, the propagation of a 
» poſterity, and ti'e Land of Palejtwme, read Ames uppuling Lim 
Bellartrris Frert  T 143 Cite S Chap qe 1heſ. 9. ; 
2. Touching the perverſe and Catuta2riftic.. lh intent and meaning 
, of that exprethon of the P.cp:jts, viz. That Spruuall promiſes. a ſ= 
end 16 ny wt by carnal generation ( as they call it: the very Pwr a/e of 
ys many Ancbaprijts, njea mn a way of deriſtim of the Grace of God ) vui by 
$oritall K grnerarron © ©. (they are thew rds of B:llarmimne and 0- 
tl.er P..p:{+,c ted & cor furcd Ly a» 43 & otters) read Ames bis An- 
{wer thereto, B.. Ener. (n.3.Lub.2aca, 1. Theſ.5. (conſonant to the 
Judgment of the O. rhoacy) wite we ackwowitdy deed Sprr inal res 
$ercraburitu te meſſy 10 te ſolid pariicsg ation of the pages; but 
thai that Rrgener anon 15 purt of the Promiſes, and belongs wm « (uw 
$nlar 
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guler manner to the Children of Believers, the very forme of the Covi 
nant manifeſtly declares, Seelikewiſe (hamir largely replying for 3 
agamſt B:llarmine, Stapleton , and o:her: of the Papiſti, Par ft/as tom. 4 
lib. 5, Cap. 10. parag. 24,25,26,27, &c: 

3. The Sacraments of the old Law ( or Teſtament ſaith Bcllarmine ! 
hadno abſolute promiſe of Grace annexed, & the promiſes annex« a 19 thoj 
old Sacraments were fulfilled,although men did nit believe, Read Ames a 
gainſt bim.ibid,/.1, cap. 4.the,5,7. Again, the Paprſts [ lairh Chemnr. 
hola ; that God , by the Sacramenti of the old Teſtament, whuch bad ev. 
the word of promiſe annexed, did exhibite & confer ns grace to Believer) 

which {ſaith be ] « maifef'y falſe ; Circumciſion alone [which, as be | 
ſheweth from Scripture, is called ihe S. al of the righteouſneſs of Fauh | 
demonſtrateth 8s much. And thereupon he ſheweth the reaſon why 
the 'Pay1/ts ſo much urge that difference between the Sacraments of 
the old & new Teſtament, 117. becauſe they endeavour by any man- 
ner of meanes to defend and ſtabliſh the opinion they haye of the;: 
> operatwmre Chemmity Exams par. 2+» de Sacram. ſub canon. 2» 
hat a forCible engine of the man of ſin this is, and of what yaſt con- 
cernment 48 to his intereſt, I need not here -xpreſs, and what arrows 
of Anabaptiſme, drawn out of this yery quiver, bave been ſhot agaioſt 
the Orthodox is this point, is known anto not a few, 

Moreoyer,as tO the compariſon in Scripture made between the Sa- 
craments of the old and new Teftament, that in x Cor. 10.1---4. 

( "nn ny other Scriptures ) is cited by Ames againſt bellarmine 
where the Apoſtle ſpeake's of our Fathers being BaperJed im the Sea 
&<: thereby intimating our Sacraments to be the ſame for ſubſtance 
with theirs: or Sacramental ſignes and ſeales of one and the ſame 
ſqiritual grace, fo that the Coy: nant-mercies, or promiſes of ſpiritual 
good are the {ame to us as to them: Zellarmine oppolerh this |as doth 
the Anabaptiſt} The Fathers [laith he] are ſ<:& 10 eat the ſame meat 
hot becarnſe 9ur; and theirs was the ſame, but becauſe they themſelves , all 
of them aid cat the ſame : but that meat and drinke were not ſacraments ; 
they bad no pre wiſe avexed ©c: Bell. enery, tom. 3. 1,1, £4. th.10. and 
Cham. panſtrat- tom.4. |. 3. c. 2. 

4+ 1be ſcripture no where tall's Cirtumcifion aſeal | (aith Bellarwine 
- fo Rom, 4.} anleſs 4 be in thus place, where Abrabam u poken of, whic 
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3s 4 manifeſt argument that Circumci;on wa! 4 ſeal unto Abrabam alone 


Acwes. 11d. c.l. th.12, By this weapon alſo fetcht out of the armory of 
Antichriſt, hath tbe Anabapriſk not. aluile gratifyed the common aaper- 


My | 
4 4 The Papiſts generally aſſert, That the Baptiſme of Jobn was 
not.cbe ſame for ſubſtance with the Baptiſme of Chriſt , nor had the ſame 
efficacy, as the Baptiſme of Chrift hath, Which tener ſee confuted by 
Cartwright on the new Teſtament, ar, 3.11, and by Ames Beller, 
enery. $..3+ l.2. Cy. th.1,2.&c: and Riyert Catbol, orthod, traftat, 3. 
Qu. 2+ ayd Chemnirs) ex4my pert 2. derbaptiſmo ſub ganon, I. aud 
| Chamier pan/Fra', Ut 4 I.5. C. 12, '/{4l we ſee the harmony between the 
Papilt a»4.;he Anabapriſt» And. bence we find likewile the Paps/F 
pleading for the rebapuzimg of thole who had received the Baptyſme 
of-Jobn. Chamzier th1d« Cape 13s aragre 35. &c: 

6, The Papiſts aſlcrr, that, Z ichs; [45 rb4y call them, is &+ thoſe that 
are not mn Office m the Church.) may in caſe adminiſter Baptilme : yea 
that not onely men but women may do it. Read, Ames bis copfuration 
thereof, Bell, ener, tO, 3+1. 2, cap.24 and River againſt Bath the 
Jeluit, Cathol, ortbod. tratiatsZe qu, 7. add therew Chaniers Panſtr, 
toms 4 5 « Cap, 14-., de legitimeo Baptiſms munſtro, where, among 

. other Paſſages, Citing the rheſs of Suarez the Feſwit, viz: that any 
body whoſoever that gan (þraks and waſh, may be a ſufficient Minſter of 
Bapulme ;: whether he be 104n 07 women ;, believer or unbelicver ; bap- 
tiſed or not bapticed,; 1f ſo be he know boy to waſh, and witer the Words 
with a dne mention, bes aferto ({aith the Jeſuit) ej omnino certa, But 
ſaith Chamerin the name of the Orthodox, we teach the contrary, 
y:2. that the right of conferring 4priſme belongs tothole only who 
are pubiick Offecers m the Church 8c, which accordingly he there 
makes good againſt the Papyts, , | 

7 Baily the feſmite { Whom Rivet Encountereth ) to the Queſtion 
between the Orthodox and the Papiſis viZes, Woe her the infants of be= 
hevers are buly before Bapt1ſme ? he aniwereth roundly for them 3 N Os 

River. Cath, ribod, Trath3,q..3. | 
And' touching that famous place controverred berween owr 
ſelves and the Anabay its, , in regard of their. wreſting , and prr- 
verting the ſcnce of t! at Scripture, VCor, 74 14. [4s w.rs youre Cole 
aren 
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dren unclean, but now they are Holy | we may obſerve haw they tread 
in che ſteps of the Papſts that have gone before them therein, ( ab 
they likewilo do in that noted Scripture C./ 2, 11, 12. notallowing 
Baptiſme to anſwer Circumciſion according to the mind and mean- 
ing of the Ho.y-G9ft : wherein ſee 2-4 mes againſt them, Bel. Enerv, 
Tom, 3.11, Cat. 4. Theſ. 13;. and Rivet in Gen. 17 Exercu: 88, Pap. 
34% &c, Takeataſt of that i Cor,7. as followeth ; Bazly ( the 
Jeſuit ) before Cited, 61d: q:eft. 3. labourgth thus to avoid the 
dint of that text, The Apoſtle ( ſaith he ) euther ſpeaks of a civil Santtis 
fication before men , that the Inf ints ſhow/dnot be ILLEGIT AM ATE 
or BASTARDS: or elſe of an Inſtrumental Santlification, becauſe that 
owe ſhall prozure the Salvation of the other, Fc, the like we find of B«l- 
larmmne's apprehention and Jadgment of the ſence of that Scripture; 
Such Children ( ſaith be ) are ſaid tobe not ( uncl-an) (Hat 13, Tnfamoits 
and BAST ARDS : bmi ( holy ) that s, LEGITIMATE, and free 
from crvil ignominie : Ames. Ibid, Lib. 2. C, 1. Theſ, 6, The Rhe- 
miſts alſo yery perniciouſly abuſe this Scripture (and are not therein, 
without their Antipzdobaptiſticall followers) Bleſſed C a-rwright cx- 
cellently upon the place in his confuratign of their annotations on 
the new-Teſtament,defend's this cauſe of Chriſt againſt cheir Popiſh 
gloſles : Jtw( ſaith he) one thing ( oftentimes inthe Scripture) to be 
Santhfied, and another to be holy : as for you, you err m bath: for when 
it 14 ſaid, the unbeheving party « Santhfied by the believing, it is not 
' only meant, as you ſay, that the Marriage is an occaſion of the S mntti- 
fication to the infidet party, but that the uſe of the ifidel party, m Mar= 
" Plage company,  $ arittified, or made holy and, lawfull wnto the be- 
heving party; as meat and drink u ſaid tobe $ anftified unto us by the 
wird & Prayer, 1 Tim.4.5. and as your Inter pretation here u ſhort, 
* ſo ih the expoſinon of the Holinels of the Children , which are begot- 
ten in this Matrimony, it is utterly falſe : aud firſt it is 0 be obſeryed, 
that the Apoſtle ſpeakmg of the Children, doth not ( at you de) apply 
ong word of them tobgth,ayng that they are SanQifed, but // th thas 
they are boly ; which 11 more then he bad [poken before of the inflael pare 
ty : for although our meat, and drink be Sanflified unto us, and, that 
the uſe of them is holy to thoſe which are holy,yet the meats, and drinks 
themſelves ar, not holy: if therefore you were ſt ort 1u the (erpretation 
| g TTY 5 i Fox z . : , \ 7 
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of Sanftified, you fail much more, 1n giving the ſame expoſition unto 
the bolineſs of the chillren ; for if the holineſs here poten of, be not 
i» th; childcen when ibey are begotten , ava born of i: Parents , but 
come wnto them afterward by Baptilme and Faith ; there groweth no 
{«fficient comfort unto the farthfull party to comune in arriage with 
ite Inhdel, conſid ring that occ aſpon of bolineſs might come other w ſe 
then by marriage: For that which is able to npbold rhe faubfull in 
comfort,and ſtrength to abide in marriage with the infidel,is tbe knows 
ledg thai the Children begotten in that Marriage .re in Covenant,ard 
are Childrenof Gods favour, and grace, wajbed m Chriſts Bloud, and 
Santhfied by buy Spirit : ar. if you will know wh t this Holyneſs of 
Children new-born s ; the Apoſtle tellerh you, Gal. 2, 15. That « 
bs | through the Covenant )to be a Iew by nature, or birth, a1dif 
you will yet further wnderſiand what thu Holyneſs of Children is, the 
Apoſile, m the ſame placeytelleth you; that u 15, not to be Sinners by 
Nature as thoſe which are born of the Heathen, for as much a4 thery (ins 
who are in Covenant, are by Chriſt not reckoned unts them, And 
this Doftrine of the Holyneſs of the Children which are born of the 
Faith ull, 5f yow could not att am wngo , 18 i ſo ſenſibly ſit forth waro 
you, that wnleſ; toget Yer with rhe knowledg of the Truth, you are alſo 
b:.rcaved of your common ſence, you canner be ignorars of it : for how 
can you but underſtand, that if t he root be boly,the branch is holy, 
Rom. 11. 16, end f the firſt fruits be boly, the whole crop is holy 
All which privitiages of Children new-burn, ſometime being proper to 
the fewes, are now our provile {ger 45 well as thew: 5 ſit vence we ave 
+ grown. One body w th them, Epheſ, 2, 15. and ( being Burgeſ- 
A of th: ſume Heavenly City t it t9ey are] muſt needs have the 
» ſame infraachiſement, and Prerozatives #t:. t they have: net that 
every one woich us vorn wnder the C vent us holy, but t + tvey are 
ſo 11 be taken of tx Church, wit lthe comrary do maniſett'y appear, 

Cs 
By the premiſes we may ſ-e therefore whence | even from 
that MOTHER «f hulots] probably this Ilepic.mate buth, this 
aztich:1ſt arfl ud-F nw, ; + batr Med forth; yea and I allo 
ſear is | k: t>be nuſed, and mairt vined nit's courſe, unt | GoP'bath 
died upilLok bref, af civels of ipu.tual Babylov, iu the _ 
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while, Calvin! admonition touching Anabuj t ſme, rray not be unſea” 
Jonable, meri o debet nobis efſe ſu/petivim, quicqnrd a $411 officina proan” 
rites Opnſcu': m P[ychopannycma. Pag,411, S, I, 

There are ſome who though they graunt the Baptiſne of ſore 
Children, yer uttecly deny the continuance of that C ovenant-mercy 
of God to their ſucceeding Generacions, though the Ch.u:ch-ſocier 
whereof they were Members be not difſ.,|ved, nor the ſarviveing p.If- 
terity ſo much as deſerye ro be, by the D.ſcipline of Chriſt in bis 
Church, excommunicated ; This ſeems in truth to ariſe f om their 
not acknowledging ſufficiently, or not abiding by the true genuine 

ounds of the Baptiſme of thoſe whoſe right to Baptiſme is acknauw- 

deed by them. 

For the information ( therefore) of the minds of the weak and 
ſtabliſhing their bears in this Truth of Go9, according to the Scrip- 
rures, even in the DoCtrine of Eadbapri/me ( a Dottrine of fo great 
concernment, and of ſo much comfort and incouragement , both ta 
believing parents & their _— in life only but in death; whence 
it is that they only can be preſeryed againſt ſorrowing when they fl 
aſlcep, as others do, wh«ch have no bope) - This enſuing Treatiſe is at 
the earneſt requeſt of many worthy freinds to the Author of it (of 
bleſſed memory) now publiſhed,wt e ein we may ſce both; 1. Te 
Member ſhip of the Childrew of Church-Members proved to be of Divin 
inſluution ,and l;kewile 2+ ( 37n00g other things ] The contmnance 
of the Member ſing of thoſe Children, wm particular Courcher, when they 
are grown up,even until they are excammnicated, nle(s there be a diſſolution 
of the perſon by death, or of the" Cur. ſociety - So that this latter is 4 »ſt ances 
not a principle of Innovation, and Apoſtacy ; but as it was the Judy- hereof ſee 
ment of the 4 uthor of this following Letter {as is therein to beſeen the p eface 19 
and to manifeſt which was one ſpeciall end of the Printing thereof ) ' e «it of rhe 
ſo was it the li, he which others have beld forth, who in their time Syc4 held 
were Stars not «© the {mall-ft mapnitude, whom we have here tern ©.» Boſton, 
ſometimes ſhining with bir in Chyiſts right band, but ar@ now ſer, 16 2 Touch 
anc ſlmng wth ths Sm of reghteonſneſs m anber Worls, m, B iſm 

T hat there is no ceff tion of the memberſh p of a perſon in thisor © Couſccia* 
that p+rticular Church; the Church whereof he is 2 m-mber continu- 119 of © 
ing 41 b..in;,, tygetber with the perſon hin.k)fe) unles it þe by _ (nihtie 
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of a Church-aft intervening, is & truth of no ſmall importance; Ang 
therefore as for that notion which doth obtain with ſome ; That in 
particular Churches of Chriſt , walking inthe order of the Goſpel , there 
aie ſuch as tecome Eccleſraſtically Felones de ſe , that is ſuch Churchs 
members who | , their ſcandalous (in , do become their own executionert 
Eccleſiaſticallly, cutring themſelyes off from the Church, ſo as that 
w”, thereby become aCtually non-members , and that the Church 
bath no more power over chem,cither Eccleſraſtically to admoniſh them, 
or Excommunicate them ; this leem's unto me to be but an humane in- 
yent:on , and not of Divine mſtuutior, yea in truth deſiruttive ro the Ore 
der. of the Goifrls And therefore to apply it, ( as to members in full 
communion , ſo ) to theſe Childret of the Church whom we now 
ſpeak of, is not of God ; as may appear by theſe reaſons following, 
t. Becauſe « s wnſcriptural, lo matters of Gods worſhip, a neg a= 
tive argument is conclyſive -ifth th 18 aſſerted; be not con- 
faincd in the Scripture, expicſly, or. bydue capſequence therefrom, it 

is to be rex ted, To the Law 4 Teſtimony, 
' The Scriptures alledged by ſon thought to fayour this noti. 
on of Felones de ſe, are only ſuch as do but lay down before us the 


fions of ſome Clurch-membert, and\do not ſpeak of the ene, 


( pumiſhraent or cenſure) as 'tis called, #Cor.2,6, which in ſuch caſes 
is to be inflited, and therefore are not ad rem : only that which 
ſeem's to have moſt weight in it, and to which therefore I ſhall breife 
ly reply, is-that in >/t» 8.21. They haſt neither payt nor lot un 11s anate 
rey + Anſwer. Jowould not ſay that this text, propounded with re. 
ference to the:children ofthe Church that are not in full c6mumion, 
is not appoſite, becauſe the text ſpeak's of & mernber in full commus 
tion :/ though to ſay ſo-mtich is accoanted/by: forne A tufhicient ans 
{wer to ſuch Scripture arguments , as conclude agamſt | fatones de ſe , 
from C kurch-members-that are in full C6munion. ( quatenns Chaycks 
#:%%.bers') © fuctChurch members agare not iafull communion? 
| Bur yer bKving g4ined this fore 3 that what in Scripture ſpoke 
of 4 member an full communion, is applicable (as farr as meer meme» 
ber(hipreacher! ) to a member thats rot in full corpunion, we may 
now the more calilyj rbceed inthe aftcr d.lcouurte, Ts 145 Scriptuve 


(theo) {llraged jour hilar of the Chnnih ir in fuls Col Bn glen by ther 
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- fin, when adult , to become felons de ſe as above ſaid, I anſwer; 

I. That the objeftion from hence tena's as much to fruſtr.tethe Church 
aft, or cenſure of excommunication upon members infull communion: and 
makes that ordinance of Chriſt yain , 8 needlefs to the parents in full 
comunion,as to theſe children, 2, Theſe words of tht Ap file Peter, 
© were wdeed x dreadfull 4dmon yov,and the Apoſtle being « CBmrcb Offer, 
d:d judg this ſinner to deſerve it for bis ſimone; lo that he wasnot (grant- 
ing the ceflation of his memberſhip} felo de ſe» 3. By [cbjs marter] 
ſpoken of in the text, ſeem's moſt properly to be meant ( ns Churi b- 
mimbrſhip, but) tbe power of giving the haly Gboſt (puken of m toe context), 
which pawer Son Mugs: Would have bought with maney , and for 
whichthe Apoſtic rebukes him : aud therefore bis not having pore or 
fot in that matter , is to be nnderfiood: dire&tly with relation to that 
Extr acrdinary power ;'the Apoſtle would have him k ow, that he 
ſhould nor ſhare in ſuch a power or priviledge as that Was: 4, I 
would al k'wherher, 1f a. At ember of a church be 4conerad wot to have his 
beart rig9t in the ſight of Gatl, unto be 18 the Gall of buterneſs and bond 
of Iniquty, ftand conv & of Sunane, andthe wickedneſs be fo groſly 
aggravared as this Scandal of Symon fas was ; I lay whether the 
Church is not bund to bear witnes againſt ſuch an offender by in- 
' iing ſome ©. hr: b-Cen/wre(properly fo raken ) upon him? if it be 
ſaid nr; then may it not be-queſtioged, wherher Such a Chucch 
would not as well rolerate any: other pollurions and element: in it 
whatſoever > The: wofulkt frum whereof 'who is there that doth 
-not eafily perceive: [On the-ther ſie if it be ſaid yea, that the 
Chaiths t) Cenſure and Anthwritauvly io put away from among 
the 1/'e'v:tſulh 4 withed perſon by exrommunication, I then demand ( if 
this notion of fe': de/e be right and found) how they can excom- 
* municate one, who is a nun-M«mber before the Charch car pals the 
': fentence of exc mmunicarion 1gain(t kim > whe. her d-ch this Scrip- 
ture A-1.8: 21. give the Church power over him by it's Diſcipline to 
cenſure him,who already (as the obj<Rtion ipeak's] bath cur bimlelf off 
frm being a Church-Member? or whether the Church bath any part 
in himwhu eath no part or lot in them, or in thele matters Þ 

2, Scriptu;e Example lead $us, to what 5 Contrary tathis Felon's 
ſpoken o!'; witucls, under £16 vld- [cltament, /ſbmaci's being caſt 

our 
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out, by e4trih im who was the chief Officer in that family Church] 
So tbe inceſtuous perlon nnder the New-Teſtament is not few de [a 
though guilty of ſuch a fin as was not ſo much as among 
the |. ex:ses. 1 Cor4F41, but thereisa Church-aR intervening his fin 
and the ccf[acion of Bis M4 enter ly-(ommunien with that Charc hb, is 
a delivering bimſTo:yToy ſuch a one ] unto Stam, Henceas the 
Chucch of E; heſ« is commended for not bearing with them which 
are evill, ey, 2. 2, lo the Church of Th,arwa is rebuked for (uf- 
fering that woman /e.'ebe/, verſe. 20, | 

3. Becauſetbis notion of Fels de ſera kes away the uſe of a Mi- 
niterial Judge inthe (br: b, in caſe of the offences, and Sandals of 
thisor that particular Member of the Church, to determine of the 
ſame. Suppoſing a perſon could ecclefaftically cut bimſclf off from 
the Ct.urch by his very a& of fin, there would then be no room lefe 
fora competent Judg to enquire into the crime whereof he is ac- 
culed , and'to make particular application of the Rule to the 
caſe of the ſlnning brother, and piſs ſentence according to the true 
deſert, and nature of the offence, That God bath ordained a winiſte- 
rial judge is plaid; 44. rrb.18,17, [if he neg to bear the C burch] 
the Church is to be heard; the pbraſe of our Saviour Chriſt implies 
judicil ſuperiority on the Churches part, and the inferiority and 
ſabje&ion of a part or member to that whole, &c. bur now this Fe 
lome denieth this order wt ich Chriſt hach eſtabliſhed. Though a 
perſon deſerve excommunication perhapz, yerit muſt appear that be 
do deſerye it ; neither doth his wickedneſs for which he deſeryes ex- 
comunication, render him a non-Menzber till be be excommunicated; 
and hence in this caſe is very conſiderable what is afferted by that 
deſervedly famous divine, 4" Cotton in his book intituled | the 
keyes of the kingdom of heaven ] 9:7, Tboug h the #»7y have given 
up their judgment, and verdi&, yet the 44 «ef«ttor is not thereupon 

ally condemned, mueh leſs executed, but upon the ſentence of 1hy 
judge in |.ke ſort bere [ ſaith he] chouph the Brethren of thd 
Church do with one accord give up their vote and jud; ment for fy 
cenſure of an offender, yet he is not thereby ceniuced, till vpon 1þ 
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. 4+ Becauſe the Finding and /oo/jng, mentioned, Aft, 15, 19; 
the «pcn:»g and [hurting of the doorsof the Clurch bythe geyes of 
the K ingdom of Heaven, buluny ro the lame puwer or ſubj Q s hence 
therefore as none may intrude himiclfe, or can regularly be admitted 
or let into this or that particular Church withour a Church-a& inter- 
yening, ſo none can be ſhut out, anddepr.ved of that Memberſhip 
therein ( as aboyeſaid,) without an a& of the ſame power interven- 
ings Enuſdem poteſtatrs eff ligare,C7 ſolvertzclandere O aperire, Mr.Cots 
tons Keyes caps 7. pag. 45, 

5. T#ken from 44ar, 18, 15,16, 17, 18. 1Which command and i«- 

itution, leaves Churches under « ſolemn obligation of duty, that when 
this offending Brother or Church-Member deſerveth exxcommuncation 
that cenſure be duly mflitted on bum ; \o as that thereby (v7. the ſen- 
teace or cenſure paſt againſt him, in calc he will not hear the Church) 

e muſt be to the Church as an He tn Man, and a | wilicin, 10 
that it is not a matter of ind fferency, | to be obſerved or not to be 
obſerved ] but after the ſteps taken { mentioned in verſes 15, 16,] 
and the brother remain obſtinate, 'ris Chriſt's Charge that then that 
p«blick, preceſs | verle 17, | be attended, whereby the offender be- 
Cme's eccleſiaſtically bouna according to verle 18, Chriſt therefore 
requiresa Charch-att to interyenc, as aboyelaid, and ſo the offender is 
not fe/ode ſe, 

6, Becauſe a ſcandalous Member of a Church, by vi: tue of Chriſls 
Inſtuutin, Mat 18,17, is to be accounted not as an Heathen and 
Publican, but ſtil a Churck- brother if he will acar the Churco , this is 
clearly int.mated in thoſe words If he nevlett ro hear te Cl ure!) rune 
ing conditionally, which ſuppoſe, thatif he will hear, he is not to be 
asan Heath n i. © bi> Memberſhip ſhall not ceaſe notw.thſtandin 
the Scandalous fin Communed, T herctore by bis wickednels and of- 
fence he isnot /c.o de /e, 

7, Becaule this felonie objeRed tend's torender that Ordinance of 
Church-Cenſur, and am nin laid down AM at. 18. 15. Cc. vain 
and a(cleſs.for the | lg de [, by bis ſta becomeing 2 19m Membicy and ſo 
mo Con th b-1 her, hence let a private Member of rhe Church go to 
tell him his fault, in theſ nce of tbe rex, which 1$10 order tO more 


lolean Camr-proceding and fudgyature, in caſe he will not hear; 
or 
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or let the Church require him in th- name of Chriſto lear, in ſuch a 
Cburch-way as is there ſpoken of ; he nay tell chem chat he is ny 
Brother of the Chnrch, for he hath by his offence cr «ff bim{elfe, and 
therefore they have nothing to do with him : that that rule of Chriſt 
conceraes only the Brother or the Chrnrct- 17: mber, nor one that is 
out of the Church, as he is, bzing fc'o de ſe, and therefore may ſay 
( according tO 1 Cor. F. 12s) what have you to de t) fudge me that am 
withowr? If his fin be not yer great enovgh to render him fel de ſe, 
& he ſuſpe& that therefore the Church may have power gver him & 
is going about to bind him on earth , fo that ( being thereupon alſo 
bound in heaven ) be {hall become bound from an orderly entrance in 
at the doores of otber Siſter- Churches , without Repentance firſt held 
forth to the acceptance of the Church which he offended ; 'tis then 
but to commit another fault whereby he may be ſure he ſhall be els 
d: [e, and fo heis beyond the Churches: reach , and this fruſtrates 
Churck-diſciplme , and renders yain that ordinance of Chriſt aboye 
mentioned. 

8, Todeny the intervening of this Church-att of Excommunica'ion 
is to deny unto, and withold from a perlon de/ervmg to be caſt out of 
the Church, a0 ordinance, and meanes which may be for the ſaring 
of bus ſoul , x Cor: $-4.5. Iris not enough to ſay that the fel» de /e 
makes himſelf no #exxber ; and ſu the Church is freed from his com- 
munion which would pollute ir,as fully asif he were exc6municated; 
for Goa's meanes are not empty or vain means, and to think to reach 
the full end, but not in Gods way, and by oblerving his ne mes ordain;- 
ed, is neither Chri/t:an wiſdome, nor Go#pel policy ; yea to deny the ap- 
plication ofthis ordinice of exc6munication to the offending Brother 
is to deny a means for the Salvation of his Sole, and todeny a remedy 
for his Repentance, and the healing,and gaining of our Brother again, 

9. Becauſethe Holy Gholt command's the Church to fudge 
them that are wuhin, tCor.g.1z, Do you not jndge them that are wuth= 
#? Allibat are within, are ſubje&t to Eccleſiay/call judicature, and 
therefore cannot by Scripture-Warrant be felones ae ſe. 

10. Becauſe this notion of felures d: ſe evacuate's that power gi- 
yen of Re 'mhemy be fore all, 1 Tim, Fo 2O, which is ro be done with wt 

pertialiry, (whether they be young, or old, rich or poor &c.) ver, 21 
| and 


the Reader, 


and ſo likewiſe takes away that Authority given of reproving with all 
long-[ufterany, 3 Tims 4. 2. leaves no room for obedience to that 

command (2 /ſ.3.15.) f Admoniſhing the offender as a Brother ©. 

add thereto that th.s notion of the felo de ſe ſippoleth ſome 4:[obed;- 

ence in a Church-men ber of «ti open ſcandalous nopere apairſt which 

God hath not provided the remedy of ſpiritual revenge in anecclef1- . 
aſticall way c<« ntrary to tbat 2 C#:.10.6. where the Apoltle ſaith, we 

have 1h Yeaun.e/s 10 revenye all diſobedience & c. that tH1s is ſpoken of 

Churh diſcipl & is well cleared by that expreflion of worthy 

M'": Coon. vite the Apoſtles revenge of D | obearence by way © f reproofe Keyes Cha 4 
3n preachmg doth not follow the Peoples Ubedrence, but proceed eth whether Tag. 15. 
#he people obey it or mz '! w 45 therefore this revenge of hſobedrence by way 

of Cenſure m diſcupline BC, 

11. The Notion of felo de ſe aſſerts the lawfulnef; of excluſion cy 
ſh» t img a Church» Member out of the ringdome of Heaven by none of 
the keyes of the Kingdome of Heaven, 17. by the ſin of this flor, 
or gives the managing of thele keyes, in a caſe which concernes the 
wholeto a in( for luch is the non-Communion ofa Member with 
the Church ' into th: baads /olely of a priyate perſon: both wh.ch 
right reaſon doth plainly condemn. 

12. Becauſe were theſia of a Churct- Member of as h'(h and 
heinous a nature as H re(e, nay ( which is more ) though the Bro- 
ther of a Church ſhould turn Here:ich yet be is not immediatly 
thereby a non-Member, or fels de ſe : be is not preſently to be rejeRt- 
ed : bur a fi-ſt and ſecond Admonition ruſt be applyed, and ig cafe of 
incortigibleneſs then follows the Eccleſiaſtual rejeftion [pcen of, Tits 
3- 10, he muſt be rejected, but according to Gods Ocder, even the 
order of the Goſpel : for all chings are to be done im order, 1 Cor 14.40» 
ſo when the A poſtle required the Corinthians r0 pur away from among 
themſelves that wicked perſm, it is to be» underſtood of putting 
ſuch away, and avoiding ſuch, and withdrawing th mlclyes from 
fu h,and haveing no company with ſuch &c. Allin ame ſeaſor, and 
all according to the order of Ch ///, even accord ng to t!-at rule of 4e- 
liwvering ſuch an one wnto Sathan as is expreſt, 1 Cs, 5 and ſuiting 
with that other command of Chriſt, 14.4. 18, accordirg as the 
nature of the offence is more or leſs beinow , proportionably it the 

C 2 ad- 


th: Re der. 


admit ion to be a»p)yed, either in caſe the offence be at firſt privars, 
bat growes pa lt:b and notarios by che tnpemienty and voftinacy of rhe 
off:1.6:- z OC incaſc the off-nce be at firſt riſe of 197 blu hand n91or10t, 
{till we have no allowance from Scripture to entertain or admit of 
the Opinion of his Ecclcfiaſtical felonmie., 

: Huaumy thas finiſhed thi Dilcourle 7 ſhall now very briefly acquaint 
th: Reader,un 4 ward or two further, touc hin; the folvwing treartfe, vi2. 
that it was written by the Auth ors own haud : ana not three months before 
the une of hi, Difolution, and ſent to one who, be fore Me receipt thereof, 
waz not ſo clear im the point of Infant-Baptiſme br was hereby recovered, 
and ft 2bliſhed in ; be trut hand dyed in the ſame Fanh as the letter did per- 
ſwde him, ( 10 fe M® Fox bu Poraſe, m þ 5 Book of Martyrs, ronch- 
my that excellent L:1ter which Philpot, 194 Glorrows Martyr, 2 lutle bi 
fore his death a/ſo ,wrote 10 a frerend vj by ©, that was then a 'P11ſoner, upon 
this very ſubjett of Infant-Baptiſme- who was the: eby conver tel from the 

- F" Wu 2197 of hu way, 45 1s there t4 be ſeen. A letter exceeding wel worth the 
yol 3. Pap. reading C ſeri; peruſal ty ay, ſuch eſpectully as keſtate in this matter.) 
le b20, he Reader way pleaſe furiher fo mma, that ibs; was not intended by the 
everend Author for be publick wiew z but was' only a private «Anſwer 
ſent to a ſpeciall friend, for bis partuular ſatiſfatton, relating to ſome 
doubts mentioned in a lerter of bis t0 my Father concerning this ſubjett: | 
Hadhepu-poſed to have Written, and Printed off bis thoughts to the 
Wor'd touching this article of Baptilme 1 qnejtion not but he would have 
bren more polige and curious; and the exptttation; of thoſe who kney 
him throughly [+ tiſfied therem. 


ſ ms 


, 


I would not detain the Reader by any further Preface of mine: and therefgre 20 con , 
clude 3 May this from one who js now in Heaven, unto Fich as may have roo tarr eng1g + 
efay tint G A's Covenant-meries toward his, and our poor Children, ſent inderd in a 
ſpectul mauner unto ſuch; have a rich and effectual bleilng from the Farber of lights 
mercies 3 a better effect aryon their hearts, t hen that famous Letter 2d of Elijah the 
Prop4ier, upon Jehoram to whom it was, ſent, 2 Chron. 21,12. (written, *tis thought by 
divers, betive tis 1 ravtlationtd Heaven, but concealed untill there was fo fira ſeaſon for 
the preſenting of it) May this Writing (1 ſay) ardin ſuch a feafon alfo, hays a berrer 
effe't and fruir ; even to bring them from the errour of their way, into the paths of 
Truth, and peace, and ſettle them, and othets, more and more therein ; That is the fincere 
&chire of the publiſher theregt, who is 

thine to ſerve thee in our Lord Jeſus. 


Thomas Shepard, 


Anagr: 
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I, THOMAS 


SHEPAREICTS 


Par 141/u5 hoſtem * 


F *T E.,! Paradilus alt Sarttss mfan thus hoflem > 
| ©) 105 b 4ptizart pracip.t 1 ſe Dews: 
© 444 D cut ambabus, clemanys, amplettun alns . 
1\ on ſinet In orenio Tugir ille ſro? 


Arnon pro Saris Feacleſia ( mater ) habebit, 


—_ 


Dnos ſancti SanAt'vs wox art effe Dui? 


Hic Deus averia', N.n fic Shepardius ol:m , 
No1 ſic, que moriens Sur .pt4 retmut y ditn's 

N on /ic DuRores celebr at ques ſanity ati, 
Anglia quos celebrat Prilca, mulgue nova. 

His utinam SF attis Deus tp/e laborious lam 
E ſuperit, clemens , ſwppeditaret open; | 

© ua ſme , Do'tores now wlll: , ſcripts mee wila s 
Errores poſſunt carmficare malos, 

Jus confirmabas puerortm , Chriſte , tnorum 

- A gremw wellent cum reyocare t 0; 


Sug, Latlenterque twos drfendito ab hoſe 


2s vellet handes (---cunque ) perire tnase 


Amen ]obannes Wilſonus ſeniors 


It. THOMAS SHEPARD. Anagr: 


$ a map's threſh'd 

Oe her's a map , where we may fee 

_- Well thref'4 an beap of corn to be 
By Thomas Sheprr{s happy Land 


Which tru the chaffe pure wheat hath fan'd: 


The wheat is the Church-members r git 
Both great and Hirtle ones) to witt 

des the feat of B prifme, all 

That are within the Goſpel call ; 

T mean Believers and their lecd; 

To whom the Lord hath Promiſed, 

To be iheir Got; and doth reveal 

Their right to's Covenant and the ſea! : 

On whom through Grace the Bleſiing came 

Qf bis dcar lervant Abraban, 


—— _ — —— 


B- they or Ferrers or Gentiles » now 
| No ditrrence the Lord doth know, 
The promnile is to us and ours» 

As large, or larger : and Gd pour's 
His Spirit now »5s much, or more 
Taen ere he did on them before. 
| And it that they were Crrcumer) *d: 

| Then we are now to be Fapris'f4: 
{ Qur Babes muſt now no lets then theirs 
| Be feaV'd ( as of his Kinpdome heirs ) 
| Chriſt calleth them tis lirtle ones, 
And as bis darlivps He them owne's. 
Dennourcing apainſt them a woe, 

| That ore defpiſers of them, wis 

| Ofte'd the leaſt of them, and fuck 
| tis do their intereſt in him grutcb, 


= 


Cra/pm 


Criſput, with Gaiur , Stephanat , 

With others; were not +{1 through Grace 
Baptiſ'd that of their Huulbold were ? 
And Children who will doubt were were? 
Then l-« us not to them deny, 

Nor ſrem as if we did envy 

The priviledge which God trom heaven 
H-t1 cnrough his grace and favour given» 
Nor let us limit bis gud Spirit 

In applycation of Curiſt's merrir: 

Wiwic bloud was (hed for then, as well 
As thoſe who them in age excell: 

It ſuch be taught of God, who dare 
Deiy, they his D:ſciples are ? 


— 


Hi. THOMAS SHEPARD 
Anagr : 
More bath 49,1'ds 


Ore from this holy pen þ th gaffd 
I'ne Baptilne to detend 
Ws 4.tants It at Conrch menbers are 
( It well you do arrend } 
Then any Ant*bapijts can 
with fulrdels cuntute. 
I witb with all my be-rt that God 
will grant theic lobours fruit , 
As pood or better then the paines 
by other G dly taken. 
That thereby al! 115 precious Saints 
would plcalc to awaken, 
That none may a y more vppuſe, » 
with Zeal prepo'teruus » 
The Truth which Q-»ds moſt boly word 
comme: derh vaio us ; 
That who were lefs convinced by 
- this holy S/eperſ{s voice , 
Yet in his Letter lete behind 
” they may te more rejoyce. 
He was a fhining Light indeed 1 
w otner C.co arc lefc, 
The Lord vouchiate we be not by 
our Sinns of xhem_ berefr. 
And poure down" Spirit more 
upon his Sons furviving ; 
That will be more, «nd more unto 
Truth's lovers a reviving» 


1M THOMAS SHEPARD 
. Anagr : 
Arm'd a: ibe Stop. 
3 


Rm'd ( as the ſhop of God's good word 
4000 Weayuis unite nim aftord ) 
Maieind's the Tight ot Litide ones, 

Whom Gd 14 the Culrch Covenary ownes 
Tic Cnid e vt vis Church among , 

To Wav ©.s Kinzdome doth belong , 

And thberewitneit ing Seal therecf, 
Through bis tree Mcrcy, Oroce, and Love, 
Ye are there Crone which them forbid 

(As ouce his week Ducipler did ) 

I's cune ty Chriſt, auu wu, le mikes 
Wocther terut twey would partake? 

B i Chriſt wel very anfry tur it, 

As for ſuch Zealc te did «buor irs 

QO., come, Lid we, and welon''d (ch, 
With toxcns uf .nection much ; 

As it that tbey and krccly .ny 

But tuch as tucy Mig it Cliolcnge any 

Or part, or puritivu 14 his grace, 

( 50 did bis favour th.m ewbrace) 

His B.bes, nis bambs, bis little creatures 
He call's them. As tur tuc. d.tcatures , 
Ciuriſt they detect #5 Well as thim 

Whom ticy preſume fo to contemn, 

Ibis buly Shepard is like David, 

From Ly us wwuth, aud toare's who faves 
T hat Leide Kiay whom Gud did crown 
Wich g+cat od ung ulet renuwn : ” 
and iv this Slegard bath (no do 

A gl ious A—_ uls bead _ nw 
Fur ail bis Lb urs, ( ard tur this; } 
In bigh and everlaitiag bli:s, 

And as twe Lurd duth hunvour him 

{ Fur Chriſt vis take) {o bis eſteem 
Buth is, ard uns tw be moſt rares 
*Hongſt them who C'riſt bi, foll wers are 1 
And ub bow Ilhoula we bleſs his N 

Thac 0a tis 548 be povr's the Cre * 
egy oo nag was in the Father 

Or doubles ic upon him rather : 

LOKD- eheie Epytler do thou bleſs | 
And «$ thy Irwin they ds confeſs 

Sy ſnake them prec' is in the eyes 

Of all chat do thy Guip-1 prize, 


Amen FOHN WILSON Senior 


a 
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CHURCH:-MEMBERSHI!P 
OF CHILDREN 


CLEARED UP IN A LETTER IN ANSWER 
To the Doubts of a Friend, 


Wed Hen we ſay , That Children are Members by their P4- 


regts Covenant, 1 would premiſe three things for Ex-+ 
S lications 

I, That Children of Godly Parents come to the f-«irion of their 
Memberſhip by their Parents Covenant, but that which give's them 
their r:gh', and intereſt in this Memberſhip is Gods Covenant, 
whereby he engapeth himſelfe equally to be a God to them, and to ther 
Seed, This 1 ſuppoſe is clear. 

2. That according to the double Seed, viz. 1, Eleft Seed, 
2. Churck-Seed ; So there is a double Covenant, 1. Exernal 4:4 cut- 
ward: 2. [nternall and inward, And becauſe the Covenant makes 
the Church, hence there is an inward, and outward Memberſbip, and 
Church eſtate: there is an ow:ward few, & an mward lew, Rom. 2.28, 
29. Allarenot 1/rael( -, e. the ele Seed) tl at are of 1/r ae! ( 1, e. the 
Church-Seed orin outward Covenant) ro whom the Apoſtle faith 
belong's the Adoption, the Coven«ni!, and the promiſes , that is, the ©x- 
ternall Adoption whereby God account's them his Children , or 
the Children of his houſe, and family. the Children of eb e Church; 
an accord nely have the promiſes belonging to them in reſpeR of 
outward diſpcnſation , alrbouph they be not Children by internall 
Adoption, to whom belongs the promiſes by eff-&uall and ſpeciall 
communication of ſaving Grace : It is clearer then tle day, that ma- 
ny whoarc inwardly, or in ceſpe& of inward Covenant, the Children 

of 


(2] 
af th2 Deri/, are outwardly,or in reſpe& of outward Covenant, the 
Childten of God, {ſay. 1.2. 1 have brought up ( bildren, and yet Re- 
bell:-us ; and inthe next verle they are called | my 'People ] (1. by 
outward Covenant ) and yet worſe then the Or, o7 Ajſe: Dent, 32. 
19,20. they are called Sons, and yet provoekemng God to revengetull 
Wrath; and.Cidren, and yet without Furh, And look, as lome 
may be externally D921, and yet internally Believers - ( as the woman 
of Canaan, v hom, in reſpe& of outward Covenant, Chriſt calls a 
Dog : and the fewer, who yet rejeted him, C:ilarin Mate 15.26) 
ſo many may beexternally Children, in reſpe& of external Covenant, 
and yet internally Dogs, and evil men, and we fee that the pureſt 
Chucches of Chriſt are called Samrs, and faithful, & Children of God 
and yet many among them Hypocrites, and unbelievers ; becauſe 
they that in reſpect of Church eſtate, and outward Govenant, and 
profeſſion, are outwardly, or federally Saints; are many times in- 
wardly, and really unſound : Hencetberefore it is, that when we ſay, 
that Children are in Coyenant, and ſo Church-Members, the mean- 
ing is, not that they are alwaies in inward Covenant, and inward 
Church-Mem bers, who cnyoy the inward, and ſaveing benefics of 
the Covenant>but that they are in external, aud outward Covenant, 
and therefore outwardly Church Members , to whom belongs ſome 
oitward priviledges ofthe Coyenant for their inward and eternal 

ood. 

, Thele things being clear, T the rather make mention of them , to 
undermine diyers uſual objeRions againſt the Memberſhip, and Co- 
venant-Iatereſt of Children ; as, that they have no ſaying Grace ma- 
ny times ; and that they make no a&tuall profciiion of any grace; and 
that many of themdegene: ate , and prove corrupt , and wicked 
&c, for luppoſe all theſe, yet God may take them into outward Co- 
venant (which is ſufficient to make them the Church-Seed, or Mem- 
bers of the Church ) alchough he doth not receive them into inward 
Covenant. in bettowing upon them ſaving Grace, or Power to 
profels it, nay tlough they degenerate, and grow very Cqrrupt after- 
ward. 

LN Becauſe you may cueſtion what thu outw ird Covenant i, to 
which the ſcales are anncxed ; and uader which we hill prove, 
| Children 


FFT - 
Children are nupntas? ; and becauſe the Knowledg of it is ex- 
ceeding uf. full and very pleaſant, 1 ſhall therefore give a ſhorg taſte 
of it, as alight to bur af:er-diſcourſe, eſpecially as it is Torfidered 
*in the largeſt extent cfit. This outward coyenant therefore conſiſts 
ch efly ot theſe three branches, or ſpecial! promiſes: 
I. lh. Lirdengageth himſelfe to wwem, that they ſtall be called by his 
NN ame, or i is Nan e (ball be called upon them, at 'tus ſay. 63.19. They 
ſhall be called he $-ns of God, Hof. Is 10, and te "People of Gd, 
Dew. 29. 12, 13, Thou becameſt mire, F 24%, 16, 8, They may 
not be h.s Sons, and People really, and favingly , but God will Ho- 
nuur them outwardly (at leaſt) with this name, and priviledg : they 
ſhall bear bis n.me, to be called ſo, and conſequently to be accoun- 
ted ſo by uthers, and to be reckoned as of the number of his viſivle 
C hurch, and People ; juſt as one that Adopts a young Son, he tel's 
the Father if ve cairy it w. || coward | im when he is grownup to 
years, he ſhall poſſ-fs the inberitance it ſe}fe, bur yer in the mcan 
while be ſhall have this favoar to be called his ſon,and be of bis fimi- 
ly, and h:« ſhold , and ſo be reckoned among the number of his 
Sors:'-. R m.y 4+ f 
2. T5 Lora promiſeth that they ſhall, above all others in the World, 
have it e 1:canes of dowrg them Good, and of comp: ying of the ſpecrall Bi» 
weſics of the ( oven, 5 Nay they ſh ll be ſet apart avole ll Pe: ple in the 
Worla, 19 enjy theſe j prctell bene fifs of Rem 1fſion of Sins, powe/ 4 nfl (im, 
ete mil life, ©. 14 1 all certainly have thief, fy theſe mearc', mileſs 
they 1+ free ther : his is evident from theſe, and ſuch Ike Scriptures 
and examplis; us provi'ed «mnt ihe jew Lirbthe Apoftle R m. 
3» I- na wh aQdynoge by Crverm iſe 3 f by natu'e Under urith, 
anc ſt4 ' for upon that grow d the Ap: ſtile n ake's the queſtivn , he 
Anlweis US 144i ft z" » bur fiy tic wif 8 Hem Wire commuted 
the 0)». cl-» of Cott. 1, 1 the Word. promiſes, C: venant vhich arc 
the ord nary my an: «(Ff laving grace andeternall pocd : «tl.crs bear 
the ward butt Ce 1" « T: (. ove nant (np yi to C:oreti dy und 
prom 3 and Ierce t cfe in the G6 ff pl ce, a Jpi cip llv are 
fought af er by r' ele © e mes; and theret. ve Chiati f rb d: 1. D fci- 
ples at fi it ro pr.ach inthe way of tle Gu, de, ( pcriuns out of 
Coycnant ) ou WW Fs & j ſeep Ji 4 h "j6 0 I: ail, 1-44, 4© 6. and 
D Liu llie 


bimf{elfe tells the Woman of Canaan, Ft he came noe. but to thy 
laſt ſheep of the houſe of [ſrael, Mats If «24» And although 
be Vd's tns diſciples go preach to all nation, yet A, 3.26, it's ſaid 
unto you F:r/t bath he ſent Chciſt, becauſe you are chuldrey of the pro- 
miſe and Covenant, verle 25 : Kepent therefore, and be converted, yerſe 
x9. Do not reſiſt, or refule Chriſt, for he hath Firſt ſent Chriſt to you 
to bleſs you, and twrn,you from your miquilies ; and the promiſe is full 
and fair, Rom, 11.23» If they abide not in wobeliefe , ( 1, 64 in refuling 
grace, and Chriſt when offered) they (ball be graffed mm, for God is able 
todo it, and will do it : and the reafon why the Lord gaye his people 
up tOtheir own Counſells ; it waz, becauſe My people would nove of me, 
after all the meanes God uſed for their good, F/a/.$1.11,12,13.And 
Dem. 7.6- The Lord bath choſen you, «bove all preple on the earth,to bs 
a ſpecial people to himſelſe , and thow art an boly people unto the Lord: 
How a holy people? by inward bolioels? no verily , for many of 
them were inwardly unboly, both Parents and children, but thou art 
holy , t« cr. thou art externally ſanRified « and ſet apart by ſpecial 
meaves of holineſs, to be a {pecial people unto God, And there- 
fore {ſy 5.7. the men of Judah are called Gods pleaſant plant : 1ots 
planted into the root and farneſs of the Church , and therefore bad 
all meanes uſed for their further ſpecial good, verſe 4. What could bee 
done to my vineyard , that hath nat been done * And hence it is, that 
though the word may come to heathens as well as Church-mem- 
bers, yet it comes not ta them by way of Coven.nt , as it duth to 
Church-members ; nor have they any promiſe of mercy aforeband , 
as Church-members have ; ner is it <<:ef!, belonging to ſuch, but 
unto the children of the Covenant & the pronuſe,as hath been ſaid, 
And bence alſo it follow's that God neyer curt's off cbe ſeed of his 
Servants from the ſpecial benefars of the Covenant, untill they baye 
bad the meanes thereunto , and they haye poſitively rejeRted thole 
meanes : and hence the Jewes ( who are made the Pattern of what 
God will do toward all G-ntile-churches, R-m.11. ) were never 
calt off c.1| by poſitive unbelief they provoked the Lord to break 
them off, by c<jeRiog and refuſing the meanes of their ecernal peace 
3. T4 Lord promiſety, that the ſeed of his people ( indefinuely con« 
fpdered) ſhall have thit beart ( wit which would ro fuſe ſproral grace, and 
wercy) taken away, as well as meanes uſed for that end: this is evi- 
dent 


[5] 
dent from Dewt, 30.6. The Lord thy God will Cirenmciſe thy beart and 
the ke it of thy ſeed, to love the Lord: he will cut off the uncireumci- 
ſton, and (in, and refiſtance of the heart againſt God ; he will 244g 
' away the ſtony heart : not, indeed frum all, in qQutwatd Covenant oo . 
ricularh ; butfrom thele indefinitely ; ſo that there is no promile ta 
do this for any out of the viſible Church, ' though God of his Sove- 
eaignty, and free _ ſomtimes doth ſo ) but the pr:mw1/e of this 
bel. ngs indefinitely to thoſe of his Church, among whom utually, 
and ordinarily he wor ke's this great work, leaving him to h.s own 
freeneſs of fecrer mercy, to wgrkthus on whom he will, apd when 
be will: in the mean while no Mancay exclude hinſelf, or any others 
within this Covenant from hope of Kh, mercy, and grace, but may 
with comfort louk and pray for it; for this is Gods Corenant that the 
Redeemer (hall come ont of Ston , and turn away wngedlyueſs from f acob, 
Row. 11. 26, 27. for the Covenant of God doth not only run thus; 
If thou believe and receive grace thou ſhalt have ir; but thus alſo, I 
will Circumciſe your heart, 1 will take away the (tony hearr, 1 will 
turn aWay ungoudlineſs from you, I will enable to believe : And hence 
theſe three things follow from theſe thiogs thus opened. 

1. That as the Covenant run's not only thus, viz. {f how beliey- 
eſt thou ſhalt be ſawe * but allo [/ wil enable to believe; So a4 mans 
entrance into Coyenant is not only by aual and perſonal profc fli- 
on 01 Faith las ſome ſay ] becauſe God's Covenant run's a peg bigh- 
er, v7: to make and enable ſome to believe, and fo to make that 
profeſſion. 

2+ That the very outward Coyenant is not meer ly conditional, but 
there is ſomething {o/c in it : and hence it follow's, that it is a 
great miſtake of ſome who think that Circumciſion, and Bapriſm, 
ſeal only conditionally { the ourward Covenant being | (ay ey] 
meerly conditic nall] for thoſe three things mentioned in the outwar 
Covenant you ſee arc in ſome reſpeR ablolace, and if the Covenant 
was only conditiona!l, then the Lord was nu more in Covenant with 
Church-Mcmbers, than with pagans, and infdels, for it may be 
propounded conditionally to all ſuch, that if they believe, they ſhall 
be laved, bur affuredly God's grace is a little more extenſive to the 
one, then tothe other, ' 

D 2 ; Hence 
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3 Hence you may ſee whit Circumciſion once did, and Bapriſme 
now ſcat"; unto, even to Infants the ſeal is to confirm the Covenant: 
the Covenant is,that God( outwardly at leaſt) owne's them, and rec- 
kon's them among his people, and Ch.ldren, within his viſible 
Church and Kingdome, and that here upon he will prune, and cutr, 
and drefſec, and water them,and improve the means of their eternal 
good upon them, which good they ſhall have, unleſs thy refuſe in 
refiſting the means; nay that he will take away this refuſeing heart 
from among them indefinitely, ſo that though every one cannot 
aſſure himſelf, that he will do it particularly for this or that perſon, 
yet eyery ene, through this promiſe, gnay hope, and pray tor the 
communication of this grace, agd lo feel it in time, 

Theſe things thus premiſed, to clear np the enſuing diſcourſe, I 
ſhall now do two things, x, Leave a few grounds and reafons to 
prove, that Children are in Church-Covenant, and ſo enjoy Church- 
Memberſhip by their parents, 2, 1 ſhall then Anſwer your ſcrwples, 

K To the kh The truth ofit is manifeſt, by clearing up this propo- 

Argo: 1s tion vii: That on: and the ſame Covenant which was made 
to Abraham in the old Teſtament, is for ſubſtance the ſame with that in 
the New; and this under the new-Teſtament, the very ſame with that of 
Abraham's under the 0d, 

I ſay for Subſtance the ſame, for it is acknawledged that there was 
ſomthing proper and perſonal in Abraham} Covenit,as to be a Father of 
many Nations, but this was not of the Subſtance of the Covenant, 
which belong's to all the Covenanters, and unto which the S:al of 
Circumciſion was (et: for all Abrabam's ſeed,neither in thoſe, nor theſe 
dayes,are the fathers of many vations, nor did Circumciſion feaf it, 

Again it is confeſſed, that the external admumiſtrations of this one & 
the ſame covenant, are diverſe 7 but ſtill :he Covenant for ſubſtance 
is the ſame : For that old covenant wasdiſpenſed with other external 
ſignes, ſacrifices, types, propheſies, then this under the new, There 
was ſomething Typical in Abraham's covenit Concerning Canaan,a 
type of heaven, but yet the ſame Covenant remaine's now with a 
more naked manner of diſpenſation, or promiſe of heayen. And 
bence it follow's, that ifit may appear, that the Covenant it ſelf is one 
41d the ſame, now, as then; then, as now; then it will yadeniably 

follow, 
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fllow, that if the New Covenant under the Goſpel be nota carna! 
Covenant, no more was that: if the new-Covenant be nor proper to 

Abraham's natural ſeed, va more was that which was made with. A+ 

braham: if the ſub(tance o- Covenant was, / will be;a God to 

thee and 1h {eed,then this very Covenant remaine's ill under the 

Goſpel,ic being one and the ſame with thatz if by yertue of that Co- 

yenant, the Children were made Members of the Churrct ; and hence 

had a Church priviledg-, and ſeal adminiſtred; then the ſame Cove- 

nant remaining the ſame, and in the ſame korce, and benefit, our 

Children allo are taken into the lize « Memberſhip. It remaine's ther-. 
fore to prove that which all our Divincs have long ſince made good 

againſt the Papilts, that the Covenant then, and now, 1s for ſubſtance one 

and the ſame; or thatthe Covenit made with Abrabam wasa Goſpel-. 
Covenant, and this Goſpel-Coyenaant the ſame that was made with 
Abraham. 

I, Th: Covenant made with Abraham is renewed in the Gofjel , as 
to the main thing in it, viz: 7 will be their God, and they ſhall, be my 
people, Heb,B.10. fer.31.33- and though the ſeed be notexpreſt, yer 
its underſtood,as 'tis G:n. 17,8, & if need be ſhall be proved hereafter, 

2, Becauſe Abraham's Coyenant i of Goſpel & eternal previledges, 
Not proper therefore ro him, and his fleſhly poſterity. For righteouſ- 
neſs by Faith was ſealed up by Circumciſion Rm. 4.11. which is a 
Goſpel priviledge, aad isthe ground of all other priviledges, and yer 
in Gem 17.7. there is no expreſſion of this righteouſceſs by Faith, bur 
it is underſtood therefore in this, I will be their God ; Sothe promiſe 
of eternal fe, and reſurreion theruato is wrapt up in this, { ans 
the God of Abraham, Iſaac and facob. 

3+ Becauſe there was never any Covenant , but ut was either of Grace 
or workes: that of workes on mount Sms , that of Grace which. 
was made with Abraham: and hence Gal.3.17, The Covenani which. 
yas confirmed afore by Chriſt, the Law 430 years «[ter cannot diſcunull:' 
and what was that Covenant before ?lurely it was the Covenant of 

Gre, becaus it was confirmed by Chr:/t : hd what. was this Cove- 
nant confirmed by Chriſt, but the Covenant made with Abraham? 
for of this the Apoſtle ſprakes, verſes. 14, 16.. And he cal's.it cxpreſs- 
ly by :« Name of G-/þc4, or the Golpel-Coyenant; yerle 8, gs | 
; D: 3, +» Becauſa, 
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4. Becauſe when God renewerb hrs promiſe and Covemant mnoade with 
Abbr aham , with h1s people at rhe plames of Moab 3 Deut. 30.6. it run's 
in thele words , 47; / will Circumoyſt rby heart , and the brart of thy 
ſeed , now this is a Godpel prividedg , and a Gofpel-Covmant : 25 ap= 
peares by comp<ri this text with Rom, 10. $: wherin he ryphteouſe 
neſs of 'fauh, or the Golpel, is broaght in ſpeaking the words of this 
Covenant, ſaying «be word w mg h thee, in thy heart © month, Dent, 30, 
II, 12,13, 14. Now if that place, Gen. 17. 7. ſhould be ſaid to be 
obicure concerning the promiſe { I will be a God to thy _ .yer 
here in this place God fpeak's plainly, which by comparing the ſcrip- 
tures s a Goſpel promiſe,and of a Golpel priviledge. aud therefore 
to be preach't by Miniftery of the Goſpel, and to be believed by the 
profeſſors of it. | 
5 Becauſe this promiſe | I will be a God to thee and thy feed ] dorh 
wot belong to Abraham C7 his ſeed as after the fleſh, or as lineally delcend=- 
ed of Abrabam : but a; belevers , and this is moſt evident Kon, 11, 
wherein 'tis ſaid of the Jews, 1. That they were broken off, (made 
no e, no Church ) by wnbeliefe , verie 20. © 2, That by Faub 
they ſhall be graffed m again, verſe 23. If therefore they were bro- 
ken off che Church by wnbeliefe, then they ſtood as members of the 
Church by F.ut4 : and if by faith chey ſhould be graffed in,theo they 
ſtood by faith ar firſt; Again it is ſaid in this Nom 11,28, that they 
are lovra for the F.vhers ſakes , ſurely not as narwra! fathers, but as /pr- 
rewal by faith : and hence Neem: 9.8. it is exprefoly ſaid, that ud 
fond Abraham fauhfirll before bum , and made a Covenant with him, 
Apgair-iſthe p.ſterity of Abraham were Members upon this ground 
only or chiefly, y:7. becauſe they were {nelly deſcended of 4th wn, 
then E/ux, Lhmle! , Fe fewe' Rom, 11420. could never bhaye been caſt 
off from being Members of the Church, becauſe they were alwa 
the naturz] off-Apring, &poſterity of Abrabam. Hence therfore it fol- 
low's that if chey were ingraffod in the Churctr as believers ( the Fa- 
thers as atwilly 'believing.ehe Chiltren- as ſett apart by promiſe of 
God to be madeto b:lieve. and in their Parents Faith accounted be- 
lievers ) then all believers ac this day have the ſame priviledg, ard the 
Coveoant then being made only'in reipett of Faith, muſt needs be 
Golpel Covendnt, che fame'w.th- God's Covenant at this day, And 
J-.-F-- 1 hence 
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Hence alſo it follow's that if they were Members as Believers, then 
not as Members of that nation. They were not therefore members of 
the C\:urch, becauſe they were deſcended of Abraham, and were in a 
rational Church,and were by generation Jews. Circumciſion Was 2 
Seal of Righteouſneſs by Faith, Kom, 4. 13, thereforetbey were 
ſealed as belicyers, 

Thus much for tbe firſt argument, wherein I haye been the larger, 
becauſe much kghe is4ct in by it, to anſwer divers miſtakes I ſhall 
name the reſt with morerbrevity. 4 

Argum: 2. If was the curſe of Gemtilesyto be ſtrangers to the Cove- 
nants of promiſe (- ade with the } ewt ) before they became the Churcbly of 
God; then by being Churches, this Curſe ty removed ; and bence Epbe.2. 
12,13, The Apoftle ſaith they were Grangers to the Covenant, and 
ſprmmon-wealth of 1/7 ae! , but are not ſonow. If youlay that the 
Epheſians were in Coyenant, but not their ſeed, and fo they were not 
firangers > / Anſwer that the Apoſtle doth not fer out their curſed 
eſtate meerly tle they werg without any Covenant , but becauſe 
they were ſtrangers to that Covenam of promiſe which the {ſradites 
had; for if their children had it not, they were then as Without 
Covenant, ſoy without God, and without bepe, as Pagans art, which 
js notoriouſly crols to the carrent of all Scripture, as may afterward 
a . 

gy" 6 : 3. The Apoſtle expreſly faith | Yowr children ave holy] 
1Cor.7. 14. andif feler ily holy, then of the Church, | for reall holy- 
neſs cannot be here meant] 4nd wn ihe Covenant of it: even as 'tis ſaid 
Dent, 7.6. thou art a» Holy people wnto tbe L114 thy Gd: few of 
which number were really and ſavingly holy, but they were all {o fed.- 
rally, or by Covenant , and ſo became Gods ſpecial Church or people, 

If you ſay, That this bulineſs is meant of matrimonal bolme(s, w1,, 
that your children are not »aſtard:, but /-gr14mate : The anſwer i eaſy; 
for upon th's interpretation the Apoftle's Anſwer ſhould be falſe; 
for then if one of the parents had not been a Believer, and fo by his 
Believing SanAifyed his unbelieving Wife , their Children muſt 
have been Baſtards, whereas you know that their Children had not 
been in chat {ence unclean orillegitimate, although neither of them 


were Belieyers: for the Apoltle's diſpute is plain, v7, that if the 
Ber 
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Believing Husband did not Sar.Rify his unbelieving Wife, then wern 
yoar Children wncleany1. e lay you Baſtard: , but it's exident ri ar Chile 
dren way be, inthis ſenT:, clean, and yet oo Fauh in euber Parent t6 
SauCtify one another to their part:cular vic : unleſs yuu will Cay, 
that all C bildrea of heathens are Baſtards, becaule neither of the pa- 

rents Bclieye. 
 Argum, 4. Rom 11.17. The few! arecut off from the fatneſs of the 
Olive tree , and the Gentles put in , or ingraffed' u ther 100m, ; Now 
this / ny is not into Chriſt by ſaving faith , for it is impoſſible 
ever be broken off, w ho ate once in; it multthere- 
their ingraffing into t'e cxternal ſtute of the wilthle 
rc , apdthe fatneſs avd priviledges thereef; of which Church 
Chriſt is the external and political bead, ivto whom ( inthis reſpect ) 
tbey- arc ing;afted by external wiſible Fai b a © yegarts Hens 
this Ircaſun; Thatifthe 7-ws and theixuG were ingreft.d 
members of the Church, then rhe Ge» $a/&y f/ca wo the 
| her with their 
bereafter ſhall 


>S 
0.2 


pit to come; and rhefore tl.ey, and t:c:r tecd aie 10g Jfted 
embers now, «Sy: - a 

Argum..s BÞ» re he ſame inwa d cauſe, moving Gid 
80 tukg in the Children; believing Chrrcimmembers mio the Chun, nd 
Covenant now, to be of tht number 0; hs people » 4s there was for iueing 
the 1. ws and th:w chilwren | for the only cauſe why the Lerd'took in 
the jews and their Ch.)dren t| us, was 14- Lvve, ard f.e graces and 
mercy New .443 7. becarſ £ Led thy faibertyt jor +4 roſe t ar 
ſees, which chohrg is nut by crerng] EleRtic n or cho finy to 41 11 
for many of their k ed never came to Glory ; bat unto thi- priv.kdg 
to be bis p-ople .bove all athers, in ourward Covenant vith bin; 
Waich is exceeding pieat Love, if you Ren.en ber whar hath b.cn 
{.id of che b anc! es of ths ourward © 0renant, and yil:ble Church 
eftate, and hvi-ce / e ieICoIF. oe WH the Lojah ad wil ht inthy fas 
$447), hence i« chole hev [ecu abuye all people, as at that Loy , viz - 
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-be his pedplet! ſo ghat 1 dodoom; bence fully belteve 5. cbar chtber 
God's love is in theſe dayes of bis Goſpel lels unto/his proples and 
ſervants, then in thedayes of che old Teſtament , :6rifar be;as greats 
that then the ſame Love reſpedts the teed of his prople now, as then 
it-did. - And therefore, if chen,: b:rauft he loved thera; he, bole 
their ſeed,'ro be of his Church ; 'fo in thele dayes; becauſe he love 
us, he choolech our-leed, to be of. his Charch alſo; | 
Argum: 6! Becauſe our S4viour ſpeak, s.pltamely of all Children wha 
are brought to bim', that of ſuch is the Kuagdeom of beaven: and- nune 
are ordinarily heires of 'tbe Kingdom of Glory ,.but ſuch as are of 
God's vilible Church-/aud Kngdom here; | The abx tions againſt 
this place , {think not worth contuting!, becauſe. þ hupe- enough is 
faid to clear up this firſt particular, :to:prove the children of cod» 
f:derate believers to be'{n Covenant, and Church-members, . 
I now proceed to the ſecond thing, 57: to-antwer your objeRtios 
Obje&: 1, if (bildren (ſay you ) be members as ut was un Atras 
bamy's Covenant, then wines and ſferyams, and all the-houſhold are to be 
taken mm; for ſoit wh, Gent. & Geve3f 2:4. ind then what Cherchs 
# ſhall web rec? but ſth as you fear;Golt will be ipenry of & angry with, 
 Anſw; 'ChurchesarHirlt { by your'6wn confiſliya )- were if” fa- 
miliet, where therfo-e God's grace did the more abound*, by how 
much the 1&fs ir did abound abroad + .And hence Avravan's family 
and houthold wis « Church of God j bat yet confider withall that 
all were not of this Fatmilychurehy titerly becauſe they: were of rhe 
family of houſh9ld, but becanſe they were G ly; or the 'children of 
fuch as were/godly'in the family ;* for Abrahan/) ſervants and houls 
hold; were fach +5 he cot and did Cimmandto keep the w'y of he 
Loa, and lo were obedient to God it him; Ger,18.1 9g. and we ſ-e 
they did obey, and did receive thar new, ſtrange , & painfull' ſigne'of 
Crroumeaimy abuut thehature and uſe ofywhich, nydoubr he firft 
ſtructed them, and ir the place you tnefitior, 6.35.4 they gove 
” #1006 ah ſt-.irgr goth, OT ea -Mgs to worſh'p Gol more pu;.ty 
And it's evident Ex99.1 2.45-thit'every oneif the family had nor ro 
d with the ſeals of the Charch, '& therefore nw nor of rhe Church 
thotiph-of the family :-for 4 fovergher,or hired {ery ;nt Was not to tat of 
the pafie,vermor was eyery one who Was bob vip n;5t0 St of t 
A__ E OY untill 
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dcifl hey were CoomorryJed, ver.44. adr wete gy (ach to be cirtund- 
tifed until rhey were willing & de/ir ron; ro cxtebe </ſcover, 8 that unto 
the Lord; then indeed rhey, & theirs were firſt to be Circamcor/ed, wet. 
43.4244 although this be'notexprefly fer down, Gor.r 7. in Abrahams 
family yer T doube hot, bac that, as ne Scripture gives light unto 
aiocher; To; rbis Scripvare in E xv. ſhews the mand of God in the firſt 
beginning of the Church, as well azin thele times: if therefore the 
ſeryants who were godly in the family, were only to be coomciſed , 
and rhewr children born in the houſe with them, then this example is 
ho way kkading to corrupt Churches, «s you fear it will ; but rather 
the contrary, that if Proſehte ſtrewn; then 3 were recoived into the 
Church toggrher with their ſeed, nach more aro they received now : 
And if zbey did. not defileche church eden, neitber we think 
that they willde fonow. . And 1 beſcexb you conſider of it, that 
God wes they as careful of keeping bis Church holy «s in theſe 
dayes, cfpecially in-che firſt conſtiturion of it, as in tbis-of Abrabams 
Gen.i7. And hence God was us much provoked by their vahaltinels 
then, as by any unbolinefs now, 1 Pete £136, Suppaſe therefore (as 
you imagine) that all the houſhold, whether prophene or holy,were 
to de received intoJhe Covenant and {o totbe feal of it, do you tkink 
Shar this courſe of admitting a} prophane perſons thea, would not 
make the Lord ſoon weary of, and angry with aboſe family-churches, 
us well as of national, or qonpregational now, the bke 4uppo- 
ſtion? if therefore any fon howia the or hiced, were ad- 
Taitted, ſurely they were pot ſuch.unbroly ones, whom the Lord could 
not but be as mach angry with, then aswow; but they were godly 
and boly.at leaſt in outward profteſliop,upon which ground the Lord 
commanded them to be Circumcrſed, 
I know there ate {owe,and yery boly 6 learued alſo, wbo think that if 
any godly man undertakes to be «s 4 farber to-2a0-adepted Pagan or In» 
dian , ; xpaon One, not grown up to Jeares, is from the exawple 
in Gexy.17.to be reccived into the Covenant of the Church, andthe 
ale ofic : and Iconfeſs, 1 yer ſee ng-convicting argument agaiuſt 
x,. if it could be proved. that ſeryants bought with Abrabam's 
money Were gf and were under years, but I lec av yer.oq conv” 
ing, a1g4vect. for tlys aercion Samtbe cones 20] tones 
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I tick to-the farwer gofwer , and fee no regfon, from any rule of 
Charity, bur ro believe that all thoſe in Abrahams family, were either 
vibly godly, or tbe children of ſuch; ro whom Circumciltion be- 
long's : and conſecueraly might as well partake of Church-member- 
ſhip, 8s Abraham himſelf ; whbicb lort of eryants in theſe dayes way 
as well be admitted to Church-memberſhip, without fear of defiling 
the Cburcb, as their maſters themſelves, 
 ObkR: 2, /f Ciridres ( [ay you ) be mennbyrs , then all Children, 
goed and bad, woſt be received , as f aceb ayd Eſamegyc: = 
HAnſw. Why not ? for if there be any firength in this Argument, 
it bolds as ſtroogly agaioſt the admiſſion of profeſling vilible beliey- 
ers : where, though all are <xremaly, and frderally holy , yet fowe , 
yea many, yea the greateſt part of ſuch may be »wyardly bad, and 
as prophane in their bearts, as Eſau : and muſt we therefore refule 
them to be Churcb-members becauſe many of them may be inward- 
ly bad? verily there muſt then never be Churches of God io this 
world. $0 'tis among children, they, are all qutwardly holy, yet 
many of them may be inwardly unboly , like Eſau , muſt we oot 
therfore accept them ro Memberſhip > It & a miſerable miſtake ta 
think chat inward reall bolynels is tbe only ground of admiflion in+ 
to Church-Memberſhip, as ſome 4»4b4priys dilpure , but it is fede» 
ral vglyneſs, whether externally profeflcd as in grown perſons, or gras 
Cioully promiſed uoto their ſeed. 
Reply 1, 4u« you togre Reply, If ſo, then they are of the Church whey 
they are grown 1p , and propbancy wn] they are caſt ow ; and to take 
in prophave, is fiofull , Errh 44. 

Anj we It s very irues For tis .berein zuſt as 'ris in admitting profel- 
fog believers, they may prove prophane,and continue fo iv Church- 
memberſÞbip, unull they are caſt out ; but js this therefore any ground 
to keep out thole who are perſonally holy by their uwn profeſlion ? 
no ver.ly, wby then ſhould fuch as are parencally, and federally holy 
be k: pt out from Ch ich-Membe: ſhip becauſe they my prove pro 
p- mc, and being piophane mult , emu Conrit= Members ul they be 
Caſt out, 

Reply 2 Bt then( youſay ) they muſt be Church- Members though 

Wer # <rpnis en eluery and Po Church be unguling t/grenns, 
2 even 
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even 41" (fa yo ) 4 11an that marriah "woman , ber childrin muſt be 


| bis , and be be i Father to them, though be and ſhe, and they ſhoul4 ſay 
be (Ball mot Be 4 father in'law tothe. | | ds 
Anſw.' This fimilirade of matfiage doth neither-prove, nor illuſt- 
re the thing; ' For the'relation berween father and ſuch childrer; is 
abſolute & narural, and hence continues thouph they ſay be ſhall 'not 
be their father, and though be profeſs he will not ; but the relation 
founded up-n Church-covenant , between member and member, 
is not natural ,* n@ only y'and-allway- abſolute ; but allo con- 
ditionell';”  bich conditioninort beiog;Kepry che relation may be, and 
is 6ſuglly broken pfor logkasthe /ows were nor fuablolurely God's 
p-ople, but if! rhey did in time+745ett the G ofpel, they were to be caſt 
off, and indved are ſo atthis day, £9m.2.25. Hoſea 2.2,/AtH'13.46, 
Fr. So'tis with all Gentile Charches,and the members thereot:& ag 
for that which you laſt fay, 'Thbat they may refuſe their 'Parents C:- 
venant at upe, as well a-0mn #4 , and ſo may: niembrrs'go ont at pleaſure , 
whictris diforder. 7 #»ſwt#,/ That the like may: be faid of ſuch 
menibers as come in by perfonal profeſſion , for they may- rengunce 
their own Covenant with God and the Ghirch, one may doe ſo, and 
fo may twentie, yet thoughthis be wickedneſs and diſorder, yet the 
Church may proceed againſt them ;and fo it may againft their Chil- 
dren, who are bound to own the Covenant miade with God, and of 
God with them in their Parents, as well as any'Chareh: Men: bers are 
to own their own Coyenant by their own perional profeſſion, What 
&:{ordcp thetfore will come im 2s you conceive this way. will come in 
by yuur own way,and what courle:you ſhould rake ts heal the one, 
by the fame you may heal the other. EL 
Obj.&t. 3. If Children (ſay you ) be members ; then their ſeed ſuc- 
ceſſively, uni ll they be enthey diffelved, or) excommunicated'; and if ſethen 
what Churches ſhall we have ? * | 
Anſw. Tt. What Churches ſhall we have ? Truely not allway 

Churches of Angels and faints, but mixt with many chaffy bypocrites 
and oft times proph-ine perſons. But {till I fay this objeQion bolds 
as firm againſt ga: hering Churches of viſible profeſſing believers ; 
For God knowe's what Churches we may haye of them, eyen heaps 
of bypacrites, and prophane perſons, for 1 know not what can give 
us 


= 
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us hope of their not: apoſtatizing , but only Gods promiſe to- be 4 
God 101bemn , and to preſerve them; and truly the ſame promile, be- 
iag made to their ſeed pives me as much gruund of faith to hope well. 
of Chucches riſing out « fihe leed of rhe godly, as of the profeſling, 
Paccats thewielves. 1 know one may baye more experimental charts 
ty concerning ſome f-w pr.4i fling the fear of God, but my Ch yck- 
charity isequal about them, eſpe cally confidering, that choſe wbom 
God receiv's iato Church Covenant, he doth not vnly take them to- 
be a people 10 }1m, but to -/?ub/ſþ them to be ſuch, v4; for tine to 
come... And heuce Gad is ſaid,to eſtablijh hs { ovenant with 1/cacy not 
]ihmae! who was to be rex Red,Gen17419,and Godis ſaidgto gather 
them into Coyenat tO. ejcabli{t hens ro be 4 propieyboth young & old, 
preſent polterity, and that which was to come, Dew'.29.11,--15, 
. 2. God wasas Holy, and as, cxactty requiring holiveſs from the 
Jewiſh Thucch , as well as from Chr.ſtian Churches ; now do you 
think that ie Corgnane which theo Weapt up the ,/ews clldren into 
Church-memberſbip, was an/high-way of prophaneſs, and unboly- 
neſs in the members thereof, & of {filing & polluting Gods Charcl.? 
or was ita way aod meanes of holnels,and to keep them from being 
propbane ? to afficm tte fult. is ſurthing Blaſpbemous, and very 
falle, for'tis exprelsly ſaid /cy. 1 3.11. that as the girdle cleaueth ts the 
loynes of a manyſo be caxed the whole bouſe of (ſrae! (not ggown men on- 
ly.) to cleaye to bim, ih as they might be to hinmsa peoplet wiyich was by 
Covenant) and for 4'nam , for a praiſe,and- for a glory; Gods name , 
Glory, praiſe was the end ; and the Covenant was the meanes bereun» 
to ; and therefore it was no way or meanes of unholyneſs in 
that Church : but if. you ſay , it was & meanes- of holinels ; why 
then ſhould we f:ar the Pp. wing of C hurchis by the fanic Coven 2, 
which we have proved, wraps in our fred alio > indeed they did 
prove un.yerlally proph.ne inthe Jewiſh. Church; ſo. they may in 
ours, b'u ſhall man's wick:dnebs. in aluleing Gud's: grace, and for- 
faking h 3 Covenant tye ttc hands, oc bearc of God » free grace from 
taking luck, inty Coven ut ; ved! 14 9499 ſome gid not beneve ? faith 
th. Apoſtle, R.4. 3.34» // al rhe nnbelief, make the Fanh of Lod 
W149, effect 7 (Gow fur 04d 
* 3+ Suppoſe they do prove prophane, aud corrupt Churches ; yer 
6 3 gy 
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even then, when they are Corrupt, they are ſuch Churches, where 

ordmarily God gatbers ont his E/et, and out of which(till purer are 

gathered, or theſe wholly rezeRed) there cannot be expeRed ordr 

wary any ſalvation : for ſo faith our Saviour, ſa/vavws « of the Fewer, 

Ton 4422, even in that yery corrupt, and work eſtate of the Church 

that ever it was itt» 

ObjeR. 4+ /f children be members, then they muſt come-to the Lords 
Swpper , for you know no difference between member and member, in pome 
of previledge, wnleſ; be under ſome. fin. 

Anſw. 1. Yes verily, there is a plain difference between member 
and member (rhough profeffing believers ) in point of priviledge , 
though they lie under no fin: for; a man may fpeak and propheſy 
in the Church, not Women. A company of Aten may make & 
Church, and ſo receive in; and caſt our of the Charch, but not We+ 
men though profeſiing Saints. 

2. Allgrown men are not to be admitted ( though prof: Ming 
Believers) tothe Lords Frpper ; my reaſon is 5 A man may Beheve 
in Chriſt, and yet be very ignorant of the nature, uſe, and ends of 
the Lords Supper, now fucb may be Baptr7ed as ſoon as ever faith 
appeares, Mark 16.16, butthey may not be admitted tothe Lords 
$ pper, becauſe they will be gmily of the body aud blead of the Lord, 
if chey thr their ignorance, cannot diſcern the Lord beay., 1 
know no Tr bur ignorant perſons may be as well ſuſpended | from 
the ule of rivilereciaoch they be true believers ( for Fanh may 

confift with much ignorance) ay well as diſtraQted perſons , who not« 
withſtanding may be believers alſo. | 

3. Iftherefore children be able'to examine themſelves and diſcern 
the Lords body, they may then eat z and berein there is no difference in 
this priviledge between member and member. 

4. Children not bEing uſuglly able to xamme therſclyrrgvor diſcern 
the L»rds body, hencethey are nut to be admitted to the uſe of 1b1s pris 
y:{edge : and yer they may be ſuch »cmber; a344nay enjoy the ben fit 
of other privil..dges even that of Bapriſne ; for twpryme leales up our 

yf nr ace into the Covenant, This firſt entrance is not allway 

by pe ſonal profe//1on of Faith, but by Gods promiſe of working, or 
of youct:ſafeing the meancs of Working of it , now Cluldren | as is 
proyed 
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þroved) being under this Covenant (as we fie allthe poſterity allo of 
Abrabam was) hence thongh children cannot profefs reg A actu- 
ally ex mine themlelyes, yet Wop may receive, and mult receive bap- 
#y/me, being allready ander s Coycnant ; bur becauſe the Lord; 
S»pper doth not feal upthis feſt earcaoce, and firſt right to the Co- 
wyenant, buc our growth and frauitan of the Coyenant ;. hence this 
#& on our part is reqliredto participate inthis , whicb the Apoſtle 
ralſs ſelf-ex1mination , and the a&t of cazginy, and eating Chriſt, and 
of 1iſcermng the L 1d; bedy, and of Joiy this it remembrance of Chriſt: 
which every bapriſed perfon, and Church-member is not allway able 
to do. A child may receive a promiſe aforeband of a' rich eſtate 
iven him, and this promiſe ſealed upto him , bis father receiving it 
him, bur it is not fir that he ſhould be put to the aftual improve- 
ment, and fraition of chax eftate, uncill he is grown up, underſtands 
himfelf-, and knows bow to do it : ſo 'tis bere, the Sacrarnent of the 
Lords Supper requires ability, 1. To take Chriſt as our own, 
2. Tocat Chriſt, that is, to take fruitioo of hirm : the which as of 
faich, God doth not require of all choke immediately, who arg wrapt 
up in Covenant with bin. 
Objea, I, But bere you ſay , that that exammation 1 Cor. 11.4 
required of all thay be members , and that at all tuner), a; well at at 


their firſt comming #0 the Lords Supper . 

Anſw. This examination is indeed ped of all thoſe members. 
whoſhould partake of the Lords Supper, bat it is not required (as you 
feemto ſay) of eyery ane to meke hima. meniber , 1o that none can be 
& raember, but him that is able co examine himieli ;. for Gods C a» 
yenant to wark faith, and to give power to;jexamine ane's ſelfe after- 
ward, may make ſome as truely members as tboſe who are able to 
a&t & expreſs their faith, Now I have provedthat Gods Covenant 
is aforchand given to children : and -to give them the ſea] of their firſt 
entrance into it many yeares after, is as vile a thing, as for them thar 
are able, and fir to examine themiclves , to bave this Sacrament of 
the Lords Supper denied, or delaied till many yeares after,. 
 ObjeR. 2; Bur you lay , 41's left- 10 every ones conſerencs to-exa- 
wine himſelf, yot that 01ers ſhould examue then, andconſequently if 


ebildren be member 154 aan 16 muſt be laſt upow their conſcrnces. 
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Anſa: We'know in or own 'conſciences 'Mhat; Children 'ulually 

cannot examine themlelves,now 1f the Elders & che C hurch are bod 
to ſee Chriſts rules obſerved by others, and 1f this ex .mination be the 
rule that all muſt walk by who participate here, ten chey muſt put 
ſuffer ſuch yong ones, no nor perſuns grown up, and entred in by 
rſonal profethon, to recrive this ſeal, as they Know are unable thug 
todo: I think if Charches ſhnald degenerate in _thele dayes , this 
courle of Diſciplineſhould be attended (eſpecially by !4e Eder: ) ro- 
ward any of their m:mb-:rs , which way oever they tave entred, 
whether by chEir own, or by their parents covenant : Andl haveotr 
feared that there is lore necd already of it,even toward lume who en- 
rex by their own covyeuant, and may have faich, but are miſerably to 
ſeek in the natrre, uſe, and ends of the Lords dupper , and conſequently 
unfit to. d ſcern of Chriſt's body , and ſo to come totl.at Sacrament, . 

ObjeR. 5. If Children may be members, & yet not come to the Lords 
Smpper ; then u may core t» paſs that a whole Cburch may be a Church, 
and yet not have the ds Supper , or ought not | to'hae it, | 

 Anſw, 1. So'there may, f-r a Church may be a true Church,8 
yet want the benefit of ſome one or n:oee; of :Gods Odinances, 
tometime 'Paſtor,, tormetime Elders, ſometime S ales. "4% 

2, A Church of profciſing Believers may degenerate, and turn 
pr opbane. and ſortith, andſo bave nojuſt r-ght to the Seales ; a.d 
their Officers may leave them, and {o bave no ule of the oeale: : yet T 
ſuppoſe it is a Church of Chriſt Ri{|cbough degenerate, thougo unfig 
20 enjoy Seates ; will you therfore'thiok the way of :4cx 44 ember jlup 
unlawtall, 7. by p-ofcifing chew Faich? Becauſe ſach a rare thing 
as this may happen ? why then ſhou'd yuu think the way of Cola ens 
Memberſhip unlawhull becauſe of the |.ke rarity in luch a daik and 
gloomy ſtare of them as you mention ? 

Obx &. 6. 1; Cuudrenbe Members, (hen the/e will be many in the 
Church, who are not Saints by callin;, now farikfdl m Coriſt Jeſs, 
which #«pht not to bi'if tic Courch contd jte ny but the fe may be tov plane 
h forms | $2 

: »A=ſw. 1. Ido thirk it's true, that poor (bridy-n may be. andare 
lo-Kk'r upon with 100 to0 many dejetted iborghts of uobelief, weipr 
(+, of them as Coild.en ot wrath by nawre, 8ud uot Wilt Juch 6b 

pou Ihoughts 
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thoughts of Faith, as Children, and Sons of God by promiſe, is I have 
ſhewn, AndI think herein is our great ſin, as it was in Chriſt's own 
diſciples, who were the firſt, that weread of, that would not aye /it- 
tle Children brought unto him, for Which he rebuked them, ſhewing 
their privil:dge ; and for want of which faith in Gods promiſe abour 
our children, certaioly God ſmites, and forſakes many of our children. 
2, If therefore you think that Chburch-members muſt corifiſt on- 
ly of ſaints by calling; fo that your meaning is, ſach ſaints as are fo 
by outward and perſonal profeſſion, from the call of the Go#þel , arc only 
to be Church-members; trois is an errour: For, r. You know 
that they who define a Church to be a number of viſible ſaints,they 
uſually put this pbraſe in, [ 4d their ſeed] who may not profeſs faith 
haps as their Fatbers do : and you ſhall find thar the //rae! of God 
under the o'd Teſtament, are all of them ſaid tobe adopted, Rem. 9:4. 
choſen and called, !ſay 41.8,9. and faithful, [ſai.1.21, and yet we 
know they were not all ſo by perſonal prefe/:cn, but in reſpect of 
their joynt federation, and the outward Covenant of God with thems 
2, The outward Covenant is not allway firſt entred into by perſonal 
profeſſion of faith, but by Gods Covenant of promiſe to work , or 
to uſe the meanes to work faith : Hence it undeniably follows ; that 
as many _ be in Church-covenanc before they profeſs faith 
ſonally, ſo many may be members of the Church without this 
profeſſion of faith ; for this Covenant of working faith (as hath 
been formerly explained ) doth not only belong to the Jews, bur to 
Gentile Churches alſo, and Bclieyers ; as hath been proved, and might 
- Further be confirmed. 
Obje& : But ſay you, If we ſaw hypocrites, we were to caſt them out 
4s well a4 prophane perſons : and we {ee no grace in many children , 
and therefore they muſt wt be received m. 

Anſw. 1. If youſet children, of whom you cimot ſay that they 
are faithful perſoovally, yet they may be faitbfull fed.rally ( as hath 
been ſhewed ) for they may lie under Gods Covenant of begetting 
faith, by ſome meanes in them; and then you are not to calt them 
out, but accept them, as God doth. 

2, Ihe children of godly parents though they do rot man'{(/t 


faich in the Gojpel, yet they _ to be accounted of Gods Clurc - 
ant! 
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untill they poſrively rejeft the Goipel, either in themſelves, or in their 
Parents ; and therefure God did never goe about to caſt off he /e vr, 
and ther ſeed, untill they put forch poit ve wnbel-e'; the Lord promiſed 
to give them the means of Faith, and did ſo: and when Chriſt was 
come, and the Goſpel ſent firſt unto them for their good, the Lord 
hcrein fullfill'd his C ovenant- Mercy, as toward his Beloved people; 
but when they rejeRed theſe meanes , and caft »f Chriſt, and his 
Goſpel, then Kim, tx, they were {ro;en of, and not before, Now 
hypocrites are fuch as profeſs Chriſt in words , and yet deny Chriſt 
in deed, Titzes 1.16, 2 71.3.5. Hence they arc (uch, as politively re- 
fule Chriſt : hence the caſe of children in whom no po;rve wnbeliefe 
appeares, is not the ſame with this of hypocrites , or prophane per- 
{ons ; and, when young Ch 1dren ſhall grow poſitively ſuch, | know 
not but they may be dcealc with as any otber Members, for any ſuch 
Lk: offence, 

Thus you ſee an anſwer to your $S:x Objeftions, Jn'the end of 
your paper there are TWO 2UESTIONS, which I ſuppole may 
not a little crouble againſt their Baptiſme and memberſhip. To 
theſe bricfly. 

Queſt. 1, What good (ſay you) #5 it, either for a wicked, or an eleft 
Chuld, till bz be converted, tole mibe Church? or wht good may any 
h ve by being in the Church, till they can profit ty what toy TT y ? 
-n'w. 1 The Apoſtle pur's the like caſe, and gives you an Anſwer 
Rom'3-1,2. what advantage hath the few, and what prefit us there of Cn - 
cumc ſion ? what uſe or profit could the Infants then make of their 
C hurch-Coyenant, Memberſhip, or Seal, who underſtood none of 
ebeſe things? do yoathink the Lord expoſed his holy ordinances then 
unto'contemPpt ? and is more carefull thar they may be profitably uſed 
now ? Was £; ere no.gocd by Circumciſion? yea faith the Apoſtle, 
much every W4)s 
2, What profit 15 it to perſons grown up to yeares,and net ſecretly Fy= 
pocyites, whoremter into the Cyurch by prefeſſicn of the fah? you will fay 
there is good and profit in reſpeR of the priviledges themſelyes , but 
they abulting them they had,in this reſpeR, better have been withour 
them, b:caule they bring hereby upon themſelves greater condemna- 
tion, The ſame ſay I of children , whom God receiyes _—_ ” 
C 
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Church, by promiſe, and Covenant of doing them good, although 
at preſent they may not be lo ſenſible of this good, 

3. Toſprak plainly, re good 14+ J get by being thus enriched 1s won« 
dr ful: and here there is moreneeq of a Tear, then of a I. trer, to 
clear up the b:nefits from all Scruples, ariſing by being in outward 
Covenant, in ChurCh-fellowſhip, even unto Infants: 1 conſeſs 1 find 
little ſaid by Wr«ers upon this Subje&,& I believe the doubts again(t 
chilarens bapriſme ,as they ariſe by blingdacls in this particular ; lo I 
thir k that God ſuffers that opinion to take place, that by ſuch dark- 
neſ, he may bring out light in this particular, 1 will only hint untg 
you ſome few of my many thoughts, which bave long exerciſed me 
for many yeares in this thing, The goou by childrens member ſhip, 
eſpecially when Sealed , isin four things. 

1, Inreſpett of God, God ſhews hereby the riches of his grace to- 
ward them, in takrmg them to be his people : Jn cidepting them 10 be hs 
children: In preventing them with many 5sþecial promiſes aforchand of 
doing them goed ; by all which, the Lord doth as it were prevent $«= 
tan, in Wooing thrir heatts as it were, ſo ſoon to draw them to him 
before he can actually t;rr todraw their ſoules from him. So that I 
beſcech you conlider, ſuppoſetbey cannot as yet underſtand, and o 
make profit by all this, yet is it not good for them, or for any of us 
to partake of Gods grace, be fore we know how to make uſe of it ? 
is it not good for God to be good to them that are evil? isit not 
good for God to glorite & wake manif. ſt his grace ro man, though 
man knowes not how ro make ule of his grace? was it not rich 
grace for Chriſt to waſh Peters feet, and yet be not know at preſent 
what it meant, only (laith Chriſt) bow ſhalt know u afterward? is it 
not good for God to give life rous, and to let us be born in ſuch 
and {uch a place of the Golpel where it is preached , and to lay in 
mercy afureband for us , before we know bow to be thankfull, or 
know how to uſe any of theſe outward mercies? and is it no mercy 
or favour to have ſo much ſpiritual mercy beſtowed on children a- 
forehand, before they can be thankfull,or make uſe thereof? Dew. 7, 
6,7. The chooſing of them to be his people, above all other people 
(which you know was from the womb! it's called © 84s ſerring bus 


Love upon them y and the realon of this Love, verſe 8, is ſaid to be, 
: F 3 becanſe 
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krcauſe God* lored them, this love was not EleRing, & peculiar loye, 
(for thouſands of theſe periſh:d and went to bell) but it was his ex- 
tern 4ll adopting /0.e to cboole them to be his people, and to improve 
all means for their goud,and to give them the goud of all thoſe means 
unleſs they refuſe: and to give indefinitely among. them, and particu- 
Larly to many of them, ſuch hearts as that they ſhall not be able to 
refuſe the g»0d of tbole meanes { as hath been ſhewed fornecly ) this 
is loye,great love & mercy ; not ſhewn or promiled to any who are 
not of the yifible Church: throughout the whole world. By which 
God is glorified, & ler bim be ſo, though we cannot ſee bow to pro. 
fit by it, when ir firſt break's out ; Have not you profited much by 
conſidering Gods preventing grace, long before you underſtood how 
to make uſe of it? hath not Godrreceived mitth glory from you for 
It ? hath this grace then think you, been unprofitably ſpent on Gods 
Part ? No verily : The caſe is the ſame here , Dayid bleſſeth God, 
for being bis God from his Mothers belly , and from the womb, Fſal,22, 
9,10, and Gods grace is ſhewntbrough this expreſſion, 1/ar.46.3. 
2. There is much good hereby m reſpett of the Parems; for, 
fuppoſe the children cannot profit by it, yet Parents may, and 'tis in 
reipe& of them very much that God looks upon their children, thus 
£0 receive them into Covenant, Dem'.4.37. For, 1, Parents may 
hereby ſee , and wonder at the riches of Gods grace , to become a God 
not only ts themſelyes, but to take in their ſeed 2lſo , whoſe good 
they prize as their own, and as if done ro themmlelyes : hence Abra- 
bam fell down «pon ki face, adoring God, when he heard of this Co- 
venant,Gen,17. See alſo how Aoſes aggravates this love,in the eyes 
of all that hadeyes to ke, Dent.10,14,15+ 2» Hertby God gives Pa- 
rents ſome comfortable hope of therr childrens ſalvation ; becauſe they be 
within the pale of the viſible Church; for as out of the viſible Church 
( where the ordinary meanes of ſalyation be ) there is 0, dinarily no, 
ſalvation , Atts 2.47. So if children were not of Chrifts yiſible 
Church and Kingdome, we could not hope for their ſalyation , no 
more then of Pagans,or Turks; for if they be. without God, t 
are without hope , Epbeſ.2.12, and tv be without hope of ſuch, to 
whom God bath made ſuch promiſes of ſalvation , nor given to Pa« 
gans, nor proper to Abraham , is very hard, and borcid to imagine ; 


for 
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for the promiſe run's univerſally, that rbe Seed of 1he #pright ( whe- 
ther Jews, of Gentiles ) [4 be &/efſed. Pſals 112. 1, 2, Prove 20.7 
3, Hereby Penis are ſtirred up the more earneſtly to Pray for them, 
becauſe God's Covenant and promiſe is ſo large toward them, at 
which Prayer louk's, and by which it wreſtle's with God, and hence, 
we fiad that oe: , and others, they uſe this argument in their 
Prayers ; oh Go4of Abraham, 1/aac, and Tacob: &c: 4» Hereby 
they ms 4y not only hope, and 'Pray, but are incouraged to Believe, con- 
cerning their Children and the reſt of thoſe who are in Covenant a- 
mong them, that God Till do them good, as they conclude mercy to 
the remnant, forgiureſs of their ſins , with faith, upon this ground, thous 
wult remember the Truth to 7 acob, and thy Mercy to Abraham , ſworn 
unto our F hers in deyes of old , Micah 9.18,20, This indeed is the 
childrens faich for themſelves, and their children : but ſo it may be 
aground of Parents faith - And if we pray for our cbilJren, why 
ſhould we doubt ( leaving only ſecrets to God ) if we fee them dy 
before they rejeft the Goſpel. poſitively ; I fee no reaſon for any man 
to doubt of the ſalyation of his child if he dyes, or that God will not 
do good to bis child in rime if he lives. $. Thu ftirrs up their 
hearts to be the more [mcerely holy, and keep im wi: h God, becauſe of their 
children; and to educate them with more care , and watchfullneſ;, be= 
cauſe thry acethe Lord's Children as well as theirs ; they are not 
comm.3, but boly yeſlells, and therfore let themfſee that they b- not 
defiled ; and bence we find. that when God exhbort's to any duty of 
holineſs in Scripture, he oft makes this the ground of ir | 7 am your 
God| and hence God aggravates their (in in offering their children 
to Molecb, E716. becaule they were hu children , that ſhould 
have been better uled, 

3. 1n reſpett of themſelves, the good is very greats Is Itis a ſpe- 
cial meanes to prevent fin, D:ut.29, 1 make this Covenant , not ouly 
with bim tbat is preſent, but with your ſced allo, who arc not here , 
verſe 15; Leſt there ſhould be among you man, or woman, famuly,or 
sribe 3 whoſe heart turnes away from God 5 and leſl there ſhould be 4 
root of gall and wormwood : and indeed it mightily workes on the heart 
ta think ; ſhall I whom God hath choſen. to be his, be my own ; 
gr be the Divels, or be wy Juſts &c > 2, '744 4 [frong motive & ex 
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gagement woe them to forſaks ſin, even the mcircamiſion end fin 
of their heatts, as is evident, D:w',to.15,16. The Lord bad a delight 
ro chooſe the ſeed of your fathers, even you to be bis people, as i & 
this day ; what follow's ? Therefore Circumoiſe the foresein of your 
hearts, and be 19 move ſtiff-neched; 3» *'Tiza ſpecial help, as to avert 
their hearts'from fin, ſo :#s convert & twrn them 19 God,” to make tens 
look, to vrd God,that he would turn ther, when perhaps they are with- 
out any hope {in other reſpe&s) of mercy, or of being able by any 
mcanes they can uſe to turn themſclyes ; rhys is evident, Att: 3.19, 
with verſe 25. Kepent and be converted , for yu are the children of the 
Covenan', which Gol made with our fathers ; this drawes their hearts, 
when they ſec, how Gadcall's them to return, fcr.3.22, Come un- 
to me ye back ſliding children &c: we come unto thee, for thou art the 
{ord our God, When backſliding Ephraim could not conyerrt bim- 
ſelfe, he cryes unto (od, oh twrn meyAand 1 ſhall be turned , for thou 
art the Lord my God, fer,z1.18. which places cannot be meant of 
being their God only by internal Covenant, in giving to them the ſpe- 
Cial ney of the Covenant, for then they ſhould be in Covenant 
with God. and have remiſſion of all their fins, &c: before they were 
turned,or before faith 2and thereſore it's meant of being a God in out- 
ward, and external church-Covenant, which is no {mal motire, and 
loadſtone to Believg, And although many do not believe, and will 
not be turned, yet this Covenant is an high priviledge, and great fa- 
your, fict in it (elf, ro draw to God, thoug') many believe nor: and 
hence the Aj 6/tl daith, that the priviledge of the 7ew is great, in 
bav:ing God's O-acles ( which contain God's Covenant ) commuted 
fo then, thungh ſome believe nor, which unbelief ma ke's not (he ſaith) 
the fauh of (r0d, t. te Ge-d's promiſe or Covenant »f none eﬀfet), or an 
unefteual, and fruitleſs Coyenant : for this word of God's Covenant 
ſhill rake ſome «ff:& among ſome fuch as are in it ; which therfore 
is a priviledge, though many periſh, as is evident, Ken-.9, 4.6. 
4 'Ius a ſpecral meanes of bmdeng them faſt 10 Cod , when they are 
turned: Ter13.11, 4s the girdle cleaveth unto a man yſo have 1 canſ< 
ed the wh»le houſe of 1ſ arl, to clave unto me , that they may be for 4 
name, and gloy » Deut.J0.20. thou ſhalt cleave unto him, becauſe be 


u thy life, andthe kength bf (fy ayes ; be was pottheir life oo 
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and ſavingly, ( for many thus ex: oried, were dead, and in their f1a$) but 
federally, or in outward Covenant, F. If they jball fir ſake , and break, 
loſe fron: Go, and from toe bond of bus C-venan' , and haye( as much as 
in them lies) caſt themſclves out of Covenant,by their own perfidioul- 
neſs, & breach of Covenant, that one would think now there is no more 
hope; yet ut 15 a ſpectral meanes, to encourage their kearts toretwrn again : 
even when they ſeem to be utterly caſt off, and therefore ir's ſaid fer.3 
1.t9ough thou haſt commuted whoredome n+ b many lover: (wherby the co- 
venant was broken) yet return wnto me : ſo Demi.4. If Wor you ave [Cal 
tered among the nation!, and fhall ſerve wood & ſtone , and be tn great tribun 
lation , if from thence thou ſeek, the Lord thy G od, thou [halt find him , 
he will nt forſakg thee ; and what is the reaſon of ir ? 1:7. his remem- 
brance »f the Copenant with their fathers, for {o'tis D-«t, 4.27,28,29.30 
31. But | forbear toname more ſuch things as theſe which come by 
outward Covenant toluchurchgy Members. 

4+ 1nriſpect of athers their good 25 very great ; for, 1. now wy may 
enjoy the tþccial watch and care of t 5e whole Church which otherw:le they 
muſt-want. 2. They hereby have the more fervent Prayers of other: for 
their good : and hence R-m.9.1,2,3. we lee haw Pan/upon this ground 
had great z:al in bis prayers for the Jews, not only becaule his country- 
men, but eſpecially becaule to them did belong the Adoption, and Cov.- 
nants, & they bad gracious Fathers &c.1o //ai,89.49 Lord remember thy 
former loving kimane(ſes,which are ſworn to Davia th truth, And herce we 
ſee Moſes of: pleads and prevailes with God in prayer, for the ſinning 
Iſracl.ter, viz. Oh Remember Abraham, Il14c, ant Licoln 

Now I pray yu, lay all thele things ropgether, andthen fee whether 
you have any Ccaule to lay; What proht 15s there by Covenant and * 
Church-memberſhip of perions not yer able to profels the fait): of ]elus 
Chriſt ? 

Queſt, 2. You ſay, when families were (hurches, all of the family weve 
of the Church, and when 4 N ation was a Church , all that were « f that nas 
tron were of that Church $, But now Behevers betxp matter of the Churchwhat 
of none were admtied, till they can hold forth yuulle fanth , would nut my of 
theſe things be more clear * 

Anſw. In thele words there is a threefold miſtake. 

x. That al of the family © naiton in former 1764», "cere of the Church : 
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[ anal Faith 
faid ; for ren may be in Gods ac-, -- 


is an errour an may apyenr rom many thing $ — f 
count profeiſors ot F Faich perencally, as well as y ac onally 5 i-6-in the profeilion of their pas. 
rents, as well as ia their own $5 And hence you had ,iiiat tbe Covenant God enierced into 
with the Parents of Churc h-members perionally, the Children are (aiU,to have that Covenant 
made with thera many hundred yeares _ for this purpole, among hundreds, theie 
few Scriptures, Hagge: 345. In as t is (id to make & Covenant with them then 
when they came out ot Egypt{which was not perſonally,but pirentally) fo Hoſes 13.4,5.when 
God centred intu-Covenaat with Jacob at God is (aid ro ipeas with US, who"lived 
many yeares after 3 and hence the Children many yeares atter, challenge Gods Covenang 
with them, which was made with their Farbers for them, Micah 5.19,20. Hence allo thoſe 
Children are ſaid to Cote to Chriſt (who were not able to come themielves) but only were 
brought in the armes of others to Coriſt. It's a known thing among wen, that a Father 
rnay receive a gitt, ar Legacy given to him, and bis - ym mo = d O__ pound 
the tae Covenantand promi y v t is canveyed, an the 
ChNd doth this tn dither. 


3- You think that if men only , grown ups le ro_ profeſs Faith, ſhould be of the 

Ch then all things woyld be more clear a Children ; Truly L believe the quite 
cont before 4aid dowhy for, 1. Hereby itetigg of =_ ſhall nor 
"bean » bur rather | introduced', tv exclude Children from ye 


Ling Covenan 
as we have d, 2. Hereby that good of their Covenant, tori be lon? 


ve hav: aod 

dog oe Goon; rent peer fathers oat he Rigmeoulr of Cos. Aud 

here ler me conclude with the profeſſion of my F co you in this point , which is 
v Bulwark of defence againſt all rhat is laid by Anabaptilt? againſt bupriſing of Lafants. 

IT. That the Children of profuſſing Beluvers are in the ſame Covenant 
Ged mate with Abrabam ; Abrabers.was a Father of many natiogs, and not © 
of one nation only,andBency the ſame (ovenant mad; with himigand the beliey« 
sng 1ſraclin that nation, the ſama{,ovenan us made wh all bu beluving ſeed 
um all other natyni. +2. That Baptiſme 51 4 ſeal of our firſt entrance , and 
wdmmfſion m:0'Covenant ; and ther foxgs to be momediately applyed tochuldren 
FY bjy be in Covenant,and that 1s as ſoon 
4s they become the viſible ſeed aftttagfithfall, for [o the Crvenant to Abra- 
ham run'; (1 will be thy God,an the God of thy ſeed) nor only hu ele&-» 
Jeed, bu: Church: ſeed, (4s barb been ſhew'd) not only of tis ſeed in that one 
ee en Sartietd dafiiipettherar does 
Ke... of m—— nga on to tro! ty Jig alles ) "ad I 7 ks - Ine. the. ig90- 
thin wrirten by them (and much I have read) ihat was of any cornliderable weight ro over- 
throw eſe. Bur I forget my ſelfe, and erouble you : My prayer is aud thall be z That ths 
Lord would yt jun underſtanding in all theſe things» | 
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